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TO THE 


READER 


HAT which hath prevailed with us to publiſh 
this Treatiſe, us, that we might give thoſe many 
who have defired it, and all that ſhall vouchſafe to 
read it, an impartial Account of what hath come 
to our knowledge concerning the Dreadful Horror 
of Conſcience, and Deplorable End of Mr. John Child : In hu 
Touthful days, a zealous Profeſſor of Religion ; in his Riper years, 
a Backſlider from God, under pretence of Change of hu Opinion : 
A Neglefter of Publick Worſhip, not only in the way he had for- 
merly profei?, but in that alſo which of late years, in his Diſcoarſes 
and Arguments, he preferred before the other. 

Dnder the ſpecious ſhew of promoting a more full and firm 
Union amongft all good Proteſtants; a great Calumniator of 
bis Brethren, publickly charging many of them in general, as guil- 
ty of ſuch Crimes and Blaſphemies, as-his own Knowledge and 
Diates of Conſcience, at the ſeaſon when he did it, could and did 
teſtifie they were clear of. 

What prompted him hereunto, ( beſides the Hypocrifie, Pride, 
_ and Malice of his own heart ) we certainly know not ; but have 
ſome ground to ſuſpett, when he Þas about this evil wort which 
a, his downfal, he converſed with ſome perſons, who rather 
promoted than cautioned him againſt it. 

Under his Temptation, we fear, he did not confider that an» 
ctently-approved, uſeful, and neceſſary Caution, which the Apoſtle 

A 2 mentions, 
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mentions, Be not deceived, evil communication corrupts good 
manners. 

After he was once throughly awakened with the ſence of his 
Sin, he fell under thoſe Horrours of Conſcience , which have 
not been parallel d in any other that we have heard of, fince 
the Caſe of Francis Spira, being ſo dreadful, permanent , and 
previllent over him, as to Feſt all Frientfly Endeawvirs u- 
ſed to appeaſe his grief ; wh#th after ſeveral motths —_— 
the highe#? extremity, at length tempted and prevailed with him, 
by his own hands to end bis miſerable Life. 

Tpon this occaſion we have alſo given ſome brief Hints of 
the Nature and Office of Conſcimnee, and” the Obligations we are 
wider to-it. All which we recommend to the — 
i confideration, with our fervent Prayers to God; that what we 
E have herein done, may ſucceed to his and our own Souls advantage, 
L and peace of Conſcience, both here and' hereafter. | 

It may be in many reſpets uſeful t take notice that the 
Pamphlet which was Written anil Publiſhed &y Mr. John Child, 


therein cafF- upon his Brethren, did afterwards fl him with 
ſo great Horrour of Soul, as to- deſtroy himſelf, bare the Title of 
as.charitable an Argument, '& could be undertaken by the be$# of 
Chriſtians. | 


For a more full and firm Union 
amongſt all good Proteſtants. 


But though in this Title his Words were ( as the PſalmifÞ 

Pal.g5:21> ſpeaks ) ſofter than oyl, yet were they drawn ſwords. Ze: 
put forth his hand againſt: fuch" as were at peace with him ; his 
Equals, his Acquaintauce, who had walked: with him to the Houſe 

Fo be in his own Conſcience, the heinonſneſs- of his Crime 
i». ſlandering his Brethren, did. ſo terrifie him, that it could” 
| #0#: 


and which, with reſpet to the bitter Refiettzons and Calumnies- 


4 God in company. The ſence whereof when be was awakened to 
foe 
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wat be diſcerned: ( either by bis Relations, or any of t 

of His Brethren whom he ff offended, who came -x Ay rag 
endeavoured to pour Balm tmto, bind up, and heal. bis deep 
wounds ) that at any time afterwards he enjoyed any. peace in his 
Soul. 

The principal mmaucement to publiſh a Narrative of this Man's 
Trowble of Spirit, and Miſerable Fud, is to give an Impar- 
tial Actount to many who defire to be truly informed thereof, 
what Conferences were had with bim, what Papers on this Sub- 
ject were left behind him, and that the whole may be a ſeaſon- 
able Caution to al who read them, to take heed how they do 
in any caſe whatſoever preſume to fin againſt” the clear =» 
Anowledge, and Dittates of their own Conſcience : for which 
end it u intended to ſay ſomething briefly concerning the Na- 
ture and Office of Conſcience, and that attendance which every 
man 4 to give to 2t. 

But for the avoiding of all ſiniſter Refleions on what is herein. 


undertaken, the Publiſhers hereof do declare, 


Firſt, That they do not aſcribe this Man's Miſerable End to 
any Conſciencious Change of Opinion in Matters of Religion or 
Worſhip, or to_any Endeavour of his to propagate Union-amongF 
Chriſtians in a candid way, by proper Arguments ; but they lay 
the fire(s of his Miſcarriage where he fixed it himſelf, that is, 
upon his Backſliding from the Ways of God, forſaking that which 
was Good, doing that which he knew to be Evil ; and upon his 
Hypocrifie, Pride of Spirit, Covetouſneſs, and” his. unjuſtifiable- 
Calumniating, Reproaching, Reviling, and Accuſing many of- his 


Brethren of ſuch things as hs knew they were not guilty : All 


which he acknowledged in his own Papers, and frequently. charges: 
himſelf. with. 


Secondly, We- are: ſo far from Ceuſuring any- Attempts: that- 
have been made in a Chriſtian manner for a more full and-firm- 
Union.amongft' all good: Proteſtants, that. me: heartily, wiſh we- 


could! 
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could fee more Hearts ( and ſuch Hands as are fitly qualified for 
it ) at work on this Subjeft : for bleſſed are the Peace-makers, 
and the Fruits of Red are ſown in peace of them that 
make peace. 


 - Thirdly, -7o ſhew our good Will to ſuch'an Undertaking, we | 

ſhall upon this occaſion, ofeer we have made ſome brief Reflettions | 

on the Nature and Office of Conſcience, and finiſhed the Narra- 

' tive of this Man's Troubles, aſſume the Argument, and according | * 

to that meaſure of Faith and Knowledge which God hath given us, 

ſpeak the Truth in Love, in order to the obtaining ( if it may be 

. upon a_right Foundation) a better Underſtanding, and from 

thence a more full and firm Union among all who love the Lord 
 Feſus in Sincerity. 


REMARKS 


REMARKS 


Natureand Office 
CONSCIENCE. 


a— 


to divert the Thoughts to other Subjets, or apply the Mind tothe 
receiving or uſingof mitigating or. healing Remedies , were alto- 
gether ineffeAual. ict; 5 $4 


Herein we may alſo- perceive, how the Terrors of ſach a Mind 
are aggravated beyond the rate of Natural Impreflions, proportional 


to the help which Natural Light receives by. Education, Gonverſa- Heb. 10. 


tion and Acquaintance with Divine Revelation. 

The Philoſopers, (whom we eſteem, Heathens) as being ſtrangers 
to the Will of Cod revealed,and Covenant of Grace treated of in the 
Scriptures) from the dictates of Natural-Light, compariſon of Good 
and Evil, Moral Virtues and Vices, Tranquility and Perturbations 
of Mind, which enſued the refle&ion upon good and evil Actions, 
. went very farin deſcribing woe) a9 Office of Conſcience,and thoſe 
Horrors which. were the Conſequents of Heinous Offences. 

But this Man hath-ſo much. the -more exceeded them. all, by 
how much the Remedies properly applicable to a- peninent ſinnex 
(chrough the Benefits of a «3s were more known and op- 
pugned by him than by any of them. 


They 


7 an awakened. Conſcience, the Horrors whereof were 2, 3- 


WM ERE we have a recent arid pregnant Inſtance of the 
= powerful and perpetual proſecution of an offended and Jer. 20. 
* ſo dreadful and unapeaſable, that all Attempts, either ?-1521- 


26, 27. 
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tions, as the Rule of 


th 1 


They could, and did, write of an univerſal and immuatable 
Law engraven on the Mind of Man, as that there was one eter-, 
nal righteous God to be worſhipped, and with reſpe& as well to 
fucure as preſent-Rewgsdg and Puniſhazents,.wase;þe reverenced 
and feared, Parents toi\bethonoured, our. Neighbaurs not to be in- 
jured in their Perſons 6r Properties, and that what we would not 
have done cos; thar we ſhould not do to another. That this Law 
was known to the generalicy of Mankind by its effects, and by na- 
tural anticipations and common notions of Good and Evil imprinted | 
in Humage Naturs.. _ {8 

And altho”" by the'introducing or intermixture of ſome No- 

| diſcerning and judging the Maralicy of A- 
ions, which-are not proper and adequate Ritiles for the Uiredtifig 
of Conſcience to make a right Judgment, as our own good Inten- 
tions, other Mens Example or Doctrines, and the like , Conſci- 


ence may be mil-guided, and from luch Premiſes make wrong Con- 


cluſions, as it may alſo happen (through Ignorance) by a wrong 
application of the proper and adequate Rule, yet that Rule re- 
mains a fixt and permanent Faculty in the rational Soul, a connate 
Habic in-the Practical Underſtanding, in ſach manner as that 


When the Mindand Memory are awakened and: ftirred up 13 


to diſcern atid apply that Rule to Actions paſt, it will be made om- 
dent, that it is above the r of any man to give himſelf orany 
other arr abſalute difpentation from this adequate Rule and Law of 
Conſcience, which God hath 'erefed in our Hearts, as his "Tr- 
bunal ; and our negle& of this Rule, or ſuffering-ourCeniciences 
to be miſlead by any other, will (when:the Vail is taken off ) be 
no excuſe, but rather an aggravation, (at lealt if ir proceedad from 
a voluntary 1 ) that we did not accordimg'to the power of 
natural light remaining i#n us, by a right applicationof the pro 
Rule, diſcern, meafure and udge our own Adtions, whether they 
were morally :goodior evil. | | 
Thete Phalotophers 'diſterned, and by nnanſwerdble Argaments 
from Demonſtrations, zvinced, that God created all things ir-or- 
der, andithat therefore:every created Being, cher with, and m 
_—— — — — written of God declares) 
had its and Limit, withont which that "Order cortd 
not be confidered, and thut Humane Nature which was endued 
with ia faculry or power of elecion, to do or refuſe, was under 
the infpe&ion of God'/to be.mconraged and aflifted; cnrbed, cor- 
re&ed or puniſhed, as Men obſerved or a&ed contrary to.that Law 
which was inſcribed in their Natures, Hence 


£3 


Hence they affirmed, (even as by Divine Ordination) the Re- 
ward of Virtue to be in itſelf, and that it was therefore to be fol- 
lowed, as that which always carried with it, and left behind it a ſin- 
= profit, alſo that whilſt the Mind was quiet, as not being con- 
cious of any crime, it would reſtrain and ſtop the 'Mouth of pal- 
; 1a, crag prevajl'to the filent bearing of whipping, cutting, tortu- 
ring,&nc. 

_ Tuſtum © tenacem propoſiti wirum Horae, 

Non Civium ardor prava jubentiuns 
Non wultus inſtantis Tyranni 

Mente qualit ſolida : neque Auſter 
Dux mquiete turbidus Adriz 

Nec fulminantis magna Joyis manus 
Si fattms illabitur Orbs, 
Impavidum ferient ruins. 


The juſt man's judgment and rgſolved will, 

No fury popular injoyning ill, 

No urgent aſpe&t of a Tyrant's face 

Doth ſhake, in ſetled Mind on (olid baſs; 

Nor the tempeſtuous Sonuth- Winds, which command 
Rough Adria's Seas, nor Fove's great thund'ring hand, 
If Ruins overwhelm; and cracke World fall, 
Undaunted like he bears the ſhock of all. 


But on thecontrary, that a notorious wicked Conſcience was like 
an Ulcer in the Body, and that none could ever impeſe upon a hot 
burning Conſcience, or perſwade, that ſuch an one ſhould not cry 
out, or not tare his hair, or not mite his breaft, ſo much more vio- 
lent is the ſence of having doneevil, than that of Fire and Sword. 


Exempto quodcunque, malo committitur ipfi 
Diſplicet Authori ; prima eFt hec ultig quod ſe 
TFudice, Nemo nocens abſotuvitur improba quamros 
Gratia fullacs Pretoris vicerit urnam 

cur ramen bs tu 

Evaſiſte putes quos dire conſcia fatti 

Mens habet gttonitos & TFurdo werbere cedit 
Occultum quatiente animo tortore flageliam 

Noe tieque ſuum geſtare in pettore teſters 
Perpetua anxietas, nec men[e v__ ceſſat. 


Juyer. 


What 


Rom.a.1 
16, ” 


Lu ] 


What e're by ill example's dane atnis, 

Troubles th' Author, the firſt revenge is this : 
Himſelf being Judge, his Guilt he can't diſcharge, 
Tho' the brib'd Judge and Votes, ſet him at large. 
How think'ſt thou then, that thoſe eſcapes confin'd, 
Accus'd of high Crimes by their conſcious Mind, 
*Stoniſhe, trembling, tortur'd within they ſtand, 
Severely puniſht by a ſecret Hand: 

Both night and day he bears within his Breaſt, 
Perpetual Anguiſh, at his Meals no reſt. 


Hence that vulgar ſaying, Dat penas quicunque expetat : They can 
never be happy,who always live in ſuſpicion and fear of Puniſhment: 
for that fear of puniſhment will haunt a perſon, that fins heinouſly 
againſt his Conſcience, ſo long as it cannot be beyond contradidti- 
on proved and demonſtrated, that there is no juſt God to avenge his 
Crime. 

Thus far have the learned Philoſophers and Poets proceeded up- 
on the Principles of Natural Light, and common Experience, in 
the Deſcription of Conſcience, its Office and Effets, as not con- 
ſiſting in, and ariſing from a bare __ knowledge of chings, 
but in and from a practical knowledge of the rule applied to the 
particular Fact done, or to be done, wherein the Divine Authority 
of the Law-giver, the reftitude of that uniform and univerſal Law 
written in Humane Nature, the quality of the Action, and intention 
of the Perſon, as known:to God; and which might and ought to be 
known and conſidered by the Actor, with its conſequents, are all 
comprehended. 

Others by their converſation wich Holy Scripture, improving this 
Natural Light, have, according to the Laws and Rules thereof, con- 
firmed, and in their Diſcourſes enlarged upon this ſubje&, concern- 
ing the different qualities of Conlcience performing aright, or neg- 
lecing its proper Office, in judging according to po enc under- 
ſtanding, of things morally good or evil, by that Divine Law or 
Will of God manifeſt in them, or made known to them, which is 
and ought to be applied thereunto, and obſerved as the proper and 
adzquate Rule thereof. | 

And theſe ſay that Conſcience, affiſted with a ſummary of Prin- 
ciples contained therein, is by its Office to ſearch into, and diſcern 
the lawfulneſs or unlawfulneſs of things, and to dire& and order 


how things lawful in themſelves may be performed in a right man- 
ner, 


F 


"Ts i - 


———— 


IRE” i _ 


"binds the Conſcience of every Chriſtian to the 


| LS 
«ner, 'and to right 'end ; and how things, either evil in themſelves, 
-of of an il tendency, ought to be forborn and avoided ; alfo to re- 
'yeiw and examine actions done by us, both as to their matter and 
form; whether they be good or evil: and that every man is highly 
concerned to take good heed to this Rule by which his Conſcience s 
ought to be guided, becauſe its determinations are like unto thoſe of 
a ſupreme DiRator, ſpeaking Oracles within us, and exerciſing 'an 
Authority over us, wth that reſpe& ſome kind.of co-ordinate 
power and authority with God; and for that alſo, as Conſcience 
without Divine Authority, will not juſtifie an a&tion, fo God will 
not accept it, without the concurrant authority of Conlcience ; 
without the one, our pretended ſervice is unlawful, without the 0- 
ther unreaſonable. 
The perfe&, and that which is to every Chriſtian the.only adz- 
quate Rule of Conſcience, being the Will and Law of God written 
In the Heart, and revealed in the Scripture -it is hence preſumed, 
that every Chriſtian is endued both with a natural and an enlight- 
ned Mind and Conſcience : and this Will and Law of God, com- 
prehended under theſe two general branches, hath an immediate 
and \ foyeraign authority over their Conſcience. Ir is God alone 
who knows the inward workings thereof, and he only can puniſh 
it when icfinneth ; and the obligation which lies upon the Conſci- 
ence of 'every Chriſtian to obſerve Humane Laws and Conſticuti- 
ons, as they correſpond with this Divine Law, is becauſe God hath 
as well by his Law written on the Heart, as his revealed Will in the 
Scriptures commanded it ſhould be ſo: and hence it is that natural 
Obligations, and ſuch humane Conſtitutions as correſpond with 1 Pet. 2.13, 
this Divine Law, are not infringed, but corroborated by Chriſtia- £5 
nity ; for that diſcharges no man from, but better informs every ,, ,. , 
man in the knowledge of his Duty towards God and Man ; and 
iſcharge of all re- 
lative Duties in his ſtation amongſt Men, as he will anſwer ir (not 
only tothoſe who have Authoriry on Earth, but alſo) to God him- 
ſelf, if againſt the light and obligation of Conſcience he therein 
tranſgrefſeth the Will of . God. 
In this reſpe& Chritians have a double advantage, and areunder 
a double Obligation above all others. For, 1#, They partake in 
common with other- Men of the univerſal Law of Nature, engra- 
ven on-the Heart, which no poſitive or revealed Inftitetion dil. 4 ag 
charges any Man from. 2ly, They have the Written and Reveal —_— 
ed Will and Law of Gad in the Holy Scriptures, with which, by 
2 Divine 


(5] 
Divine Gracs and Providence, they are pelnoges above others, 
and, through - Faich, enabled to make a more clear and diſtin& 

on. 5s Judgment of the Principles and End as well of Divine as Moral 

ry, Adtions ; as they tend to rhe Service and Glory of God, the Good 

#Cor.1.12. of their Neighbours, and their own Peace and Happineſs. 

Hence allo it is, that the-Peace, Comfort atid Joy of a Chriftiay, 

Phil.4-7. proceeding from the diſcharge of a. good Conſcience towards God 
and Man, exceeds all that can be apprehended by a meer natural 
light, as having ſome ſavour and reliſh in its Soul of that love of 

Epi. 319. of Chit, which pee knowledge, and: of that peace of God 
which paſſeth underſtanding. | 

For though the fredom from the acculation of conſcience be not 

3 Cor.4-4- his compleac juſtification before God, yo it gives him confidenge 
towards God: and on the contrary, the confuſion, darknels, per- 
plexity, hocrour and deſpair of a perſon acquainted with the Will O 
God, revealed in the Scriptures, wilfully ſinningagainſt Knowledge 

1 Rom. and the expreſs dictates and judgment of his own Conſcience, do 

—w_ 3.14, far exceed all that can be ſpoken by ſuch who have no other buc a 

15s. © naturallight; for though that extends itſelF very far, yet the feveci- 

Zepli.1.14, ty of Gol againſt ſuch tranſgreſſions is more clearly and diftin&tly 

15.1718. repreſented in_the Holy ae ang than in any other Writings ; 


—_ - 5 for as the ſin of ſuch a perlon hath in it all 'manner of aggrava- 
ch 12.25. tions to render it moſt heinous, ſo the Judgments of the righteous 
t Theſ.5.3. God therein revealed againſt ſuch an impenitent fanner, are of all 
2 Pcr.2 1- others declaredto be the moſt dreadfu], intolerable, unavoidable, ic- 
 P4t15-25, remediable, endleG. 

27. > - 

It is not our intention to ſpeak any thing herein more largely 
concerning the Nature and Effz&s of Conlcience, than what is to. 
our preſent purpole z many entire and uſeful Diſcourſes of very 
learned and pious Perſons are extant on this Subje&t, wherein. is ob- 
ſerved, (that which we are all obliged totake.notice of ) that God: 
by his providence hath preſerved in the innermoſt ſeat of our hearts 
ſome{(/cmilule) little packs of that greater light, wherewith the 
mind of man, was invelted before his tall; chat theſe ſparks of light 

_ are continued with us, that they may be publiſhers of the good Plea- 
ſare and Will of God concerning us, and monitors of our abedi- 
ence. 15, To thoſe common Principles of his Law- written in. 
our Hearts, . (to do. Good, and eſchew Evil) which by reaſon of their 
higheſt evidence, inſtantly as foon as they are offered to our mind 
and thoughts, command our Faith, and compel our Afent. 21y, To 
his revealed Will, contained in the Holy Scriptures, ſo ſoon as 


thro? 


— 


(7.] 
thro? his | dither by the Diſcourſe'or Writingts of others, vr 
-OUT,0WN arch, we have rods ure 7Þ4 7 
And by how much any man dogs-frequent and exerciſe his natn- 
ral Light in-che ſtudy and ſearch after the knowledge of chis revea- | 
led Will of God, his Creator and only Lord and Law-giver, and 2 Cor 4 6: 
thereby {quare and order his Inclinarions, Affetions, ard Converſa- Joh. 7. 16, 


tion, by fomuch the more ſhall he be ſecured.from; and ſtrengthen- iP | 


ed to reſiſt che raging tyranny of his own inbred Liifts; and blind qa 3: 
and lawleſs Appetite, and the inchanting latteries,' Intivements, 14. to 15; 
Difcourſes, and Examples of men of corrupt minds, and deftitute td. 
of the truch ; who for the more effeftual razing our of 'our minds £24 17 
(as much as 1s poflible) the little remains of natural Light, and'blin- y _ 5 
ding the mind, and hardning the heart againſt «the perceptibn and Judy. to. 
reception of ſupernatural Light, do all they can to ſec the Confd- '1- 
ence free from all Obligations to the Will and Law of God, by in- * 19-534 
troducing and ferting up in the mind: another Rule, vis; that of ©; .. 
their own Appetite, private Intereſt and Utility : Than which, no- t» the exd. 
thing can be more rebellious againſt God, pernitious to humane 2.C2r-4- 4: 
Society, or deltrudive to him that hath drenched in ſuch a damna- 
ble Deluſion. ao XJ > WRIT, = 4 

For as that firſt and great Command of God, ſcilicer, Tolove him Mar. 22.. 
with all the heart, and with all che ſoul, and with/all the mind, and 3738-39. 
with all the ſtrength ; and that ſecond," which is like unto it, To *** '>- 
tove our Neighbour as our (elves, are the principal Branches of that 
Univerſal Law of God, whereby allother Branches thereof are robe Tim. r. 5.. 
interpreted, and on which all the reſt depend 2 ſo by Obedience #9 *h! 10th. 
'thereunto in Faith, out of a:pure Heazt.am| good: Conſcience, our Ts 32, 
Union, Fellowſhip, and Communion wich God the Farhey, and his * " 
Son-Jeſus Chrit . our. Lord,. and-one' with anotker;. is maintained, 
cairfirmed,. and: enlarged 3 and we: thereby brought: to have our Phil.z. 20. 
Converſation in Heaven whillt we are.on Earth, and prepared for 2 Tim. 3, 
.everlaſting Habitations wickrthe Saints in light: | And-on the con- 2: 3 4 
trary, they which are lovers:of Pleatures more than lovers of God, = i 
who. make their God their Belly;glory in their thame, mind earthly kom. 2. s, 
things , ſtop the voice of their>Conſcience , ' at contrary to its 8, 9. 
DiRates, and ſtrive to: thruſt from:them, as long and as far as they Ja® 53: 
can;the terrors thereof, are, whilſt they'remain'upon Earth, on the 2p > 
very borders of Hell, and every moment ready to ſink-into. Deſtru- 2 Per. 2. x, 
ion and everlaſting Perdition, | "Os 

We have made this brief Refle&ion on the Nature and Office of. 
Conſcience, as deeming ir may be now, and at all times, uſeful to. 

| our 
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- our ſelves and all that: read it, whilſt :remaining in. the ſtate of the 
living ; but we make not;:fo-much asinour thoughts,/any: Refleti- 


. on. upon: ( or Applicationvot anyothing:we have herein ſaid to) the 
ſtate of him that is dead, further than to declare how'ſadly he ex- 
perimented in the courſe and ifſue of his Life, what has been here 
ſpoken of 3 i the horror. of an offended and awakened Conſcience, 
and to exerciſe the-Judgment of Charity; which only appertains un- 
to us concerning his ſorrows for hisfin;fervent deſires to be forgiven 
of thoſe he has injured, attempts after a publick Recantation of his 
Evils, endeavours to repent-and pray for forgiveneſs of God. The 
final Judgment we leave to him who is the proper and onlyJudge 
of the-fecrets of his heart, with our fervent Prayers to God, that we 
who' have. heard, and all that ſhall read theenſuing Narrative, trea- 
ſure-up:in! our hearts what is therein inſtructive to us, ſo as to have 
it alwaysready in our minds, as a ſeaſ6nable Warning, never in the 


| like or in any other caſe, wilfully to put to a peradventure the E- 


ternal Salvation of our preciousand immortal Souls. ' 


| A brief Account of the Life of Mr. John Child. 


H E was born at Bedford, about the year 1638 ; and, when he 
was grown up,put Apprentice to an, Handicraft Trade, which 


- when he came of age he followed for ſome time: afterwards he be- 


took himſelf to another Calling, and removed to 'Newport-Pagnel, 
where he lived divers years, married twice, and by his laſt Wife 
(of honeſt Parentage, and:good Report) he had ſeveral Children; 
after his ſecond Marriage, in appearance he increaſed in his Eſtate, 
About five years fince, he removed to London, and in. OFober laſt he 
ended his days by hanging himſelf in a Houſe he had taken the laſt 
Spring in Brick-lanenear Spittlefieids. #19 pF evi) 
He was endued with a-competent meaſure of natural Parts, and 
vivacity of Spirit. In his youth he applied himſelf to the reading 
and ſtudy of the Scriptures, and attained to a greater knowledge in 
matters of Religion, than many of his Equals in years and Educa- 
tion. In his Opinion and Practice he was for the Baptiſm of Be- 
lievers, and conſorted with'fomeiof ns;-who are called Anabaptifts, 
tor about twenty: years ; and for:Givers years, ' at ſeafons,. exerciſed 
himſelf in Preaching. | 
He was obſerved tor ſome years before his dreadful Fall, to be ve- 
ry remiſs in Religious Exerciſes ; and in his ordinary Converſation, 
to 
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to frequent: other. Company than he had done in former times. 

He was ofa: very haughtySpirit, and peremprory in aflerting his 
Opinions. He-ſ{ought to exalt himſelf above what became either his 
Profeffion-or Attainments. All which, when"the Harid of God 
was heavy upon him for his open fins, he freely acknowledged with 
ſevere Charges againſt himſelf for his Pride and Hypocriſie, as you 
will find in the following Relations. \ 1 


A Narrative of: Mr. John Child's Trouble of Spirit, and Deplo- 
rable End. Of ſome of the Conferences had with him in the 
times of his Troubles : and of ſach Papers as were written by 
him on this Subjeft. | 


Oon after the ſaid, Mr. Fobn Child had publiſhed his foremen- 
tianed ſecond Argument, which was about -the'latter end of 
the year 1682, he ſignified to ſome of his intimate Acquaintance, 
that his mind was perplext, for what he had therein done; but yet 
bare the trouble ſo, as not to make any great ſhew of it-in his gene- 
ral Behaviour, until about the, beginning of Fly 1684+: when: he 
could no longer bear-or conceal the horrors of his mind; but ſpake 
of it to ſont Fat came accidentally.to ſee him, and ſent; to ſeveral 
others of his Acquaintance to come to him, -to whom when they: 
came, he diſcloſed the miſerable Condition-.into- which he had 
brought himſelf, and the occaſion thereof, in ſach. manner, as that 
it becatne publickly - known to many. of” his aCmgnco and 
Neighbours, and :;occafioned many, ; beſides. thoſe ſent for to viſit 
and diſcoucke with him, and others to write to him; the ſubſtance 
whereof, with his Anſwers, you have as follows: 


Some Account of Mr. John Child, by Mr. --- D. 


Y Acquaintance with Mr. Chi1d4 was of .about fifteen years 
'S ſtanding. About two years ſince meeting with a Book 
which I was. informed he had cauſed to be publiſhed but two days 
beforeI ſaw it, I went preſently and gave him a viſit, and found him 
in his Chamber in a very penſive poſture, his Eyes red with Tears, 
he. immediately. acknowledged he: was the Author of it, and bit- 
eerly exclaimed againſt himſelf, that he.,wrote .it in, malice, and 
by rhe inſtigation of the Devil, from very..ill. principles of Pride, 
ain-glory, and Hypocriſie. I quickly found the wound upon his 
Spirit was very deep, and therefore forbore all Aggravations, and 
endeavoured to adminiſter ſome ſpiritual Relief to then, At 


his Condition to be moſt deplorable, as having no hopes 


with a touch ſhake and diſorder, and turn into confufion the ſtrong: 
RE. e 
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Afer this, in his Diſcourſe to athers, he ſeemed not to have fo 
{harp a ſence. upon. his Mind 3 but for ought I could obferve, the 
Sore continued feftered-inwardly, from the firſt time he refle&ed 
upon his publiſhing:that Book, to the end of his miſerable Life, tho? 
it brakenat out openly, cill about Fahy laſt. Abqut Augu/t laſt I gave 
him another Viſit, and then found him (tho' naturally of a ſtrong 
Conſtitution and lively Spirit ) ſo:exceedingly ſhaken, that the hor: 
ror of the ſight- made fuch re impreſtions, as I think will at fea- 
{ons recur, and; (& it (af. hefore/me afreſh, as lohg as I live. His 
vpeech was very regular., which diſcavered his Memory to he good, 
and that his Diſtemper had not ſeized his Head, but his Heart. He 
freely diſcourſed the grief of his Mind, expreſling and {c if farth 
of ſalvati- 
an'”'T {aid before hith, with the greateſt tenderneſs, the freeneſ 
and riches of Gods Grace, _— to argue from his own former 
declared Opinion againſt limiting of it, but could faſten no word of 
conſolation or hope upen him. 

With ſome Relu&tancy he granted me liberty to pray with him ; 
buciſaid, his Spiritwas ſhut up, he could not pray ; and while I was 
praying he ofteti groaned,and after I had ended, told me, God would 
make him-s terribleExample to this preſent Age, and tho' he was 
full of benignity, yet he was alſo a terrible God, being. provoked. 
Theſe Expreffions, anl the horror that appeared in his Eyes and all 
parts of his bady, drew many tears from mine Eyes, and rendred 
the Spectacle ſo dreadful that (I cannot fay as is reported of one t 
viſited Francs Spira, tlhiat he would go a thoufand miles to ſee atio- 
ther Spirs 5 but on the contrary) 1 defire I may never fee the like 
Spectacle agait, whilſt I live in this world. 

He told me he thought (eicherin a dream, or when he wasawake, 
he could nottell which) that I ſhould ſay to him, Tf he died the com- 
mon death of all men, the Lord had not ſpokenby me; I anſwered, 
He better knew the temper of my Spirit and Principles, than to can- 
ceive ſach a thought of me, orthatT ſhould take up the words of the 

ropher of God divinely inſpired, and apply them to him : but all I 
fay, abated nothing of the horror of his Soul, that I cold 


perceive. 

This Comment I make ypon it, that if any Atheiſt in the. world, 
who had formerly known this man, and had converſed with:him in 
theſe his Agonies, he would have ſeen ſufficient to haye convinced 
him chat there is a Power beſides, and ſo.much above Nature, as can 
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My Prayer is, that this tran bein ge: as'a Pilar of Sale, ma 
warn "th preſenc and furnre'Ages of” che danger of Rong aginſ 
the preſeht Light of their Underftandings. 


The Effelt of a Conference betwben Mr. John Cite ahd* Mp. B. x 


A Pout the middle of 'Fuly 1684. Mr. B; K. went to (ee Mr. Cbi/d 
not hearing the leaft report of any trouble he was then uhdet, 
and after fome diſc which paſſed between them; Mr, - 
ſtonably mentioned that Book called, A Second Argument; 

Mr. Child, he was reported to be the Auchortherea: : hich! 
preſently acknowledged, and cried, our 3gxinft _ r 
manner, ſaying, What he had done therein, We ou 


Revenge againſt thoſe People ; * and ſeemed to: 5s = 
caſting ſach 'abominable'R aches upon them; Whanyhy NI He 
Knew deſerved it nor; and: por deſired Mr. X airs 


Fl 
with him, which he did= "and then he farther ff Þ Fr fo bio fi 
deplorable condition, and what horror aritl'arigitiſt 8 by 


utider, and that there was'tio io rherty f6t! Bi WY. -&;be 
= 


he had heard nothing, it did amaze him ;' 


to that effeR; and that he chis breaking; was . 
ing: Bue Mr. Ch; ſaid, hedoubredof char. And nh the Words and 
metits Mr; } . cond eto onde Tee or in ; 
_ time,it tight, cave « s 24 
R-2 — after, H&Ediheto ſeek" mi'ar' iy Houſe7" - 
dn long with hith—— But a few Uays : RG,  whiett ho 
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People. 


A4..Child. 1 bqwe often had 'that Scriptare brought to me, Plal F'0«- 


19,20., Thou giveft- thy mouth, to evil, and: with thy tongue thou 
forgeſt: - = od Thou Giteſt and ſpeake eſt againſt thy brother, and 
ores. .th wy: mothers ſon. ' 4nd. Py ther which follows : Conſider 
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by which mears Mr. F.:fenc hini a comfortable Letter, 
godly perſons. went to viſit him. 

Mr KR. at another Viſit not long before. his CR Fheg 
anguiſh of his Spirit was rather greater chahi &y 
you not Lf any more light ? . ngas 

hild.” No,vor never That. | | 

». K. Shel I and tid or three more, fuck a Us flal bot ipproue 
of, come and ſpend ſome time in Prayer to the Lord for you 4 >— To 
which hegave no anſwer, tho' Wd. Faye to it. 

" Mr. Cb:l4'at another time ſaid, 1 have taxched the Apple f: Get, 
Be——1 ans damned: 

Mer. Chil#s'Wike faid, That he found we 
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4 July. 30. 1684. 
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forcit « wF acceptable unto; me, 


E can be no otherwiſe, where ek leaf degrees of gratitude- do_remanmn. 
or, tbe frxpreſpons of your Chriſtian, Poe and deſires of my neppnep 
reſpetts, lays a boob obligation upon me to eſteem your friendſhip. 
Logs you have tn iron + -” Saul Eby ry f £170, and I think 
it, diſhonoax to rieving his Spirit, fenhing again 
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fearlet and crimſon ſamers.  4ly, 


| (15) 
uely deſerved, Ficewnz,» | Generations of the juft, brandi 
A ding and grieving _—_—_ and Ten (Thonſand: of gore = 
juft Men, by charging Conſequences upon their Principles, beyond the ſence 
of their minds, | and rendring them not only og and decerved, but ne 
Church, no Chriſtians, wile Monſters, Infidels, Robbers of God, nay, 
Maurderers of the worſt. ſort and higheſt order, great Enemies to their Ne 
tive Country ; but the aking : Heart, ſtops the progreſs of my Hand, 
upon the IPO of theſe a % F hogs I bg Furs or your ia 

» I beg pardon for my own ſhortneſs, "ans conchuae t ines very ſad 
i bpele mw 


After the receipt of this fram Mr. F. Child, F. F. wrote again © 
him to this effec: # | | | 


24. John;Ghild, Ko: Aug. 1. 1684., . 
N continuance of my tender Compaſſions, becauſe of your Souts Affii- 
Gions, and being encouraged. by your kind axeptance of thoſe few 


of Uriah, jet bring truly penitent, he was gracieuſly pardoned. , 21y, T| 
Boles: F, 6 by Pele, <4 Children to af Ha 


wly 10 ordinary but extreordinary 
backſliders. Fly, To Peter, kw A be demied his Maſter with Curing and 


\ Swearing. 6ly, Chriſt came to ſave the chief of fonners.. 7ly, He wil in no 
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After Mr. Fobn Child receivel! this Letter, Mr, F. F arid ochet 


Friends viſiting him, he teadir*t6 them, trembling and" piriptits- 


fing chereon, fadly.bemoaninghItfar," faying; that the mercy that 


David, Manaſfeb, and Peter had, did not belong to him, and wept | 


bitterly. 

Mr. 7. F. adviſed him to write-an Anſwer. of that Letter, to 
Mr. F. F. which in few days he did, and" ſent it by Mr. F but be- 
fore it was deliveret, Mr. Child came; hitnfelf to Mr. F.' who gave 
him a friendly welcome; and- asked | how it was with him ? he 
an{wefred, I am very bad; it is very bad with me. Mr. F.replied, 
But. God is very .good, yea, abundantly good to them who have 
been abundantly bad: to him. ' Mr. Child laid his hand upon his 
breaſt, and ſaid, I ſhall never loſe thoſe Notions of God's goodnefs; 
but what is that: to me ? I cannot make any appceon of it to 
myſelf, and as he was walking to and fro, greatly diſturbed in hjs 
mind, he made a'ſudden ſtand, and faid, I think T am damned, 
To which Mr. F. returned to this effe& : God's one are not 
as Man's thoughts ; ſometimes Men think of themſelves better 
than God thinks of them'; ſotnetimes 'Men think worſe of them. 
ſelves; and of their ſtate, thin Godthinketh : I hope God's thoughts 
concerning you , differ from 'your rhqughrs in this. latter ſence ; 
think on'that Text, Iſa. 55. 8.” 2c. ap are wot your" thoup hrs, 
neither are your ways my ways, ſaith the Lord, Mr. Child aid, I have 
Preached from that "Text Ranethy, and preſently repeated cheſfe 
ao : Eſau foind no place for Repentance, though he fought it 
- ny with Tears. Mr. F. replies, Eſau cbuld not prevail with 
his Father, Then Mr. Child ſfatdown very fad, and ſaid, Tcannde 
repetit. Mr. F. replied, Chriſt is exalted as a Prince and a Saviour, 
to {a tance and forgiveneſs of ſins; Therefore cry to.him to 
£6 | Dry this-repencarice: Aha a little time of fiknce) 


petted that wotd , He ſhalf bave 10gment wittiour metcy, that 


ſhewed no mercy. ts "SIP | 

Tt is obſervable; that Mr. Chi/#* deſign in coming to Mr. F."was 
to engape. him not to ſhew the. Letter which he had ſent him by 
Mr. F. but to conceal it ; and while they were reaſoning together, 
Mr. F. came in, .and delivert4'the Letter to' Mr. F. but.after;he 
hall read it, he told Mr. Chita,” ic was not coriventent to conceal 
the matter of it, becauſe it would engage godly perſons to pray 


.:*for him 3 but Mr. Cb:/d, with a dreadful look, fixed his Eyes on þ. 


Mr. 7. ſnacht the Letter out of his hand, and then was troubled 
he had fo done; whereupon Mr. F. conſented to his carrying it 
away, 


\ 
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away, | that he might ner. increaſe the trouble'of his mind ; which 


Mr. Chile took kindly and fo they parted. 
After the dearh- of Mr. Child, KS. þ Levine was found, among his 
Papers ; a _m_— whereof take as follows. 


Y. 7 Oi Bu .and Chriſtian Letter I receiued, and { thank Jour fav. the 
great Pains you took to comfort Me, and keep me from immediate 
As; but ſtill my Burden remains great, and mine Iniquities are 
great date, and many. Old Sins, as well as ſome of late,come to min ; —- 
rath is coming to the utmo#t : I am forſaken of God ; Good Men are 
mage Enemies ; 1 hate my ſelf ; I am afraid and 3 [am 


uſed and diſtratted at hame 5 The Scriptures look a brad me's 
reg k Tung rd 


eludes a men God's boly hill, Plal. Tap ny eu et ene Reproach, inuent- 
ed Reproach, and by it wronged multitudes ; ſlanderouſly reported it to the 
Nation : It's juit by St. Paul's ſentence,.. Afr aid I am to live, afraid I am 
to die ; Judgment [fear will be terrible" in this World, and more in the 


World to-coms ; Some 1ens. fins go before-band to judgment, and thofe that 


de not, canuas be hid whey 206 come before the great Tribunal ; 1 canner 


give an account a6 urge to Mtn, bow much left to God, my Hear 
condemns me, an greater, aud knows more ; 1 think 1 Long not only 
autdone Cain, Pans” and Judas, but many of the Devils themſelves ; 


What [ated againſt Men as at an ill time 5 there is all bad Cir 


ves attended my Attions; Tenn x0 -hnreablighe [ bad done ſuch things, 
tl]. Javely hooki them' over 5 T dread Dansnation, but tan ſee nd way to 
ſcape 5 I know God's werey: 6s great: above. the Havens, but'it ir- _ 
up and canner paſi ro me, I cannot parform the condition of obtaining 5" I 
have diſmal Temptations, they have almoſt broken me to pieces; [dw eee 
reconciled to thoſe I have offended, bow then ſhall my gift be wrgre; 
If I am juſtly ſemtenc'd on Earitb,/it is bound im Heaven 5 bow } all 
it be reverſed? my Friends will not. be reconciled 'and at peace with me : 
Mych more I cauld ourite, but __ times 1 nandlabies that calle him: 


ſelf, a Devil incarnate. 


To which Letter of Mr. Chil#s-- Mr. Fu. CORES of 
what he had read, might before Mr. Chi/d took it out of his hand, 
return an Anſwer to this effe, That he fimpathiz'd. wich his Sor- 
009 n himſelf, hich by all women xx Sorures i 
in upon w t in es he 
could think upon, he endeavoured to remove the weight _ 


- 


Hearts to receive him; and, forgive any- wrongs he 


i[ I8 ] x 


preſt-his mind from their. influence, and particularly, that his Bre- 


thren whom he had offended, were ready with _ Arms and 

ad done unto 
them. Much of the Matter of the Letter we have omitted, becauſe 
of its ſimilitude with what he had formerly wrote. 


" The Biel of CAT _— between Mr. Child, and,” 


R c Lam « come, Mr. Chits, with a deſign to ſerve yourSoul, 
if t lye in my power. 
Mr. Child. God' hath for ſeveral Years paſt, been rending fr 


tearing me in niy-Eftate, curſing and blaſting| all -I have MY 


hand-to, and 'proſpered'me-in nothing (and, in much' horror, 


clapping his hands to his Heart, ſaid bh: Here it is, and I ſhall die: 
Mr. C. I am informed;your Trouble ariſes: from the publiſhing 
a Book, entituled, The Second Argument for a more firm Union among # 
Proteſtants. What _ of that Book troubles-you moſt ? -. 
: \ Mr.Cbild. - (Ta up the Book +in his hand, began to'read 
-where he faith,. the greateſt Number of Diſſenters do hold Prin- 
Ciples dangerouſly heretical,. and moſt abominablyabuſing the moſt 
So and bleſſed God , &-c. but before he could end that: Para- 
graph, being underextreme agony of mind, and weeping bitterly, 
putthe Book from him, and-ſpake. to: thiseffeR, wiz.) I have repre- 
nted thoſe of Calvir's Principles beyond whatever _ coficeived, 
ſirained-their. Opinions: beyond their Intentions, drawn ſuch 


' Conſequences as never were in their:minds, -and, firiking hisbreaft 


with — anguiſh, ſaid, Theſe Words lye cloſe; I ſhall neverger 


over this; I writin prejudice againſt them, calling them a villanous 


body of People, which was unjuſt. 
' Mr. C. ſaid, Are'you not heartily ſorrowful for wricing this : ; 
Mr. Child. 'Oh that I could. repent ; I cannot repent, 
Mr. C. If it were now to do, would. you do'it: again : , the beſt 
part of repentance is to turn from evil, 


Mr. Child. I know there isin Repentance three things ; Corfe ſion, | 


Comtrition, and Reftitution.. 

Mr. C. Vie are not capable of making God reſtitution; he par- 
dons and juſtifies for his own Name's ſake, and Chriſt's ſake 3 but 
reſtitution is to be made to our Neighbour ; * and if you are ſen- 
ſible God hath been. diſhonoured, a his People wronged in _ 
Book, your next: work is to make refticution in page manner, þ 
publick Recantation. Mr. C 1 


[ 29 ] 
Mr; Child. "Fhis/is che- opinion of fome: others alfo, and Tthink'it 
eught roibe done;/ (and: walking about the Room, withgreat hor- 
ror of foul, ſaid,) I have been guilty of many Evils : I have for ſe 
reral years lived a very ungodly Life, neg] Family-duty, Clo- 
fer-duty, Publick-ducy in the Church of God:; I have been great- 
{ns Ao Pride,endeavouring to run-every- man down in diſpute ; 
have made this World my God, and been guilty of that Idolatry, 
Rpb.5. Thave not been a little guilty of Hypocrifie ; I have en- 
deavoured' by all ways and means to ſhake the Croſs of Chriſt 
from off my ſhoulders ; and I fear I have been guiley- of Bla- 
ſphemy : I have wronged many a poor Soul' by writing as Þ have 
one ; I have wiſhed myſelf in'their condition, gd would have 
given many Thouſands of Pounds, (had I had if to-have beer in 
as' good: a condition as ſome of them I writ- againſt: I have di- 
ſcourſed'you, and Mr. B. and F. and have thought'to run down 
your Opinion by a Spiritof Inſolency and Pride, but the Judgments 
of God have followed me; he hath rent and torn me for theſe 
things, and'now I ſhall die, I am ſtruck with death. 0'! 
Mr. C. Suppoſe you ſhould die'to Niptit, (as we kriow not how 
it may: be with any of as): caryyon cofitentedly ſink into the Abys 
of Miſery, without ftriving' for Salvation-? would you not run to 
Chriſt ? ſtrive to take hold'of him and his purchaſed blefſedneſs. -- 
Mr. Child, (with a very grim countenance faid,) I' ſhall go to 
Hell; I an»broken in jadgmentz when 1 think to Pray, either I 
ave aftuſhing'in-my face, as if I'were in a-flame, or't am dumb 
and-cannot ſpeak; or elſe I fall afleep upon my knees; all che ſigns 
of one whom God hath left forſaken and hardened. | 
Mer. C. If God ſhould impute to you the righteouſneſs of Chrift, 
would it be of any advantage to you ? | | 
| Mr. Child. If God would be fo gracious, as to'impute Chriff's 
righteouſneſs to me, it would make me a happy man. 
Mr. C. Did you do what you did, in writing that Book, againſt 
the light of your Conſcience, or motions of the Spirit? __ 
Mr. Ch4/d. I think I did not formally fin againſt the light of my 
Conſcience and Spirit of God ; yet what I did, was mixt wi 
malice,with this cheat in my heart, Ie may be ic ney Go Wie ? 
The Night before the Book was publiſhed, I had relucancy 
and gripes of Conſcience. | 
Mr.C. Why did you not call them in before they were pub- 


Mr. Child. 1 fell il upon it, and found myſelf more and more 
ot 
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entangled and enſnared; one door. was: openet; and another door 
was opened to my ruin, as if I were.a-man defigned for damna- 
tion. * | 
Afeer ſome reaſonings about Baptiſm , Conformity ; and the 
Troubles which Nonconformiſts were under, (he faid,) I have a- 
bundance of carnal fleſhly Reaſonings, I am under the. power of 
unbelief and diſtruſt ; for theſe are my Arguings in me, Should I 
ſick to the Church of E-g/and; then thoſe I have written againſt, 
would account me the greateſt Hypocrite in the world, to make ſo 


' much ado about deſpair, for what I have done againſt them 


Should I leave the Church of England, and ſtick to the Diſlenters, 
and with full purpoſe of heart cleave to the Lord, then, if ever I 
am taken in a Meeting, they will have no mercy-.on me, and tri- 
umph, This ts the Man who made his Recantation, and then ruin 
me to all intents and purpoſes, and I cannot bear the choughts of a 
Croſs, nor a Priſon. | 

Mr.C. Two things are eſſentially -neceſlary to the peace of 
your Soul, with all ſpeed to publiſh your Recantation, and ſet your 
ſelf to know the truth of God, and cleave to it. | 

Mr. Child. What an aſtoniſhing conſideration is it for a man to 
die in this condition I am'in 3 To be under horrar for writing 
ſuch things, and yet have no power to renounce it ; for ſhould I 
do fo, I ſhould be-quickly ruined in my Eſtate j I had'a fancy che 


other morning, that the Sheriffs and- their: Officers were coming to 


ſeize all that I had - and about-a' week ſince'I had that: word, Cam 


thine heart endure, or thy hands be ſtrong, in the day I: will contend with. 


thee ? I think I am now able to ſatisfie any AtheiF in. the world, 
that there isa God ; for 1 find the Arrows of the Almighty ſticking 
in me, and he runneth upon; me as a Lyon. 1 a to that I 
could 'go.and fall at the feet-of thoſe I have wronged, and beg their 


forgiveneſs, and, wiſhed often, Oh that I could repent! O that God. 


would waſh me 1n- the fountain of his Son's blood ! © that I had 
faich, that I could believe ! 
. Mr. H..C. (Taking leave of Mr. Cbild,) Can you not deſire my 

Prayers? | Th oF 7 

Mr. Ch:/d. 'This is -a hard Queſtion; (and, after a little pauſe; 
oning Mr. C. by the band, ſaid,) for the ſake of -the Lord- Jeſps 
Chrilt, pray for me at night, if there be any mercy yet left, that I 
may yertlye in the way of mercy. 

Mr. C. (Finding the Troubles of Mr. Child ſtill continuing and 


Mr. Child, 


increaſing.) What do you think would give you relief ? 


Geet I. _ 


_ _— + », a. a” 


[21] | 
Mr. Cb;1d.-If I-wete in Heaven; it could not relieve me;-for 
there I ſhould behold the face of a holy God, holy Saints andAn- 
gels, (as now I behold the face of good mien;,upon Earth) with 
ſhame and confuſion'of face. | a3 1 
Mr. C. If God would take you into his favour, that would re- 
lieve you. 
Mr. Chi1d. His wrath is come upon me to the uttermoſt. 
| Mr. C. To deſpair, refle&s upon the Soveraignty of God's grace. 
| Mr. .Child. For thoſe whoſe day of grace is not gone, God will 
multiply to pardon, but it is too late for me, my day is gone. 
1 Mr. C. Did not you write a Book before the ſecond Argument ? Aug. 3 
| Mr. Child. 1 did. 1694. 
| : Mr. C. .Did not a Gentleman write: ſome Animadverſions upon 
| 


it, by way of Anſwer in a Manuſcript. 

Mr. Child. He did. ; 

Mr. C. Was it a ſufficient Anſwer. 

Mr. Child. It was rationally anſwered. 

Mr. C. Yet you printed this Book afterward. 

Mr. Child. 1 did. - | 
l After ſome time of caltn reaſoning, Mr. Child begati tobe again 
” in'a great hofror, and ſpake to the ee following. 

Mr. Child. 1 am one of the greateſt Hypocrites that ever lived 
upon the Earth, and ſhall be fo accounted 3 ' God hath done his 
will, and will do his will upon me. The wicked ſhall fall into miſchief, 
and the backſlider in heart ſhall be filled with bus own ways 5 He that 

ſaith be fhall.bave peace, and walketh in the imagimation of his evil beart, 
| the Lord will not ſpare him, but then the anger of the Lord, and bu jea- 
| loufie ſhall ſmoke again#t that may. Oh he thunders upon me! ſhould 
| God let out the ſence of my ſins on me, (as he will) I ſhoald houl 
| like a Dog, roar like a Lyon, bellow like an Ox, mine inward 
-parts would melt within me, as the braſs melts in the flaming fur- 
nace ; I ſhall lye lower than Fudas, lower than Fudas, I have ſinned 
worle than Tudas. | 

Mr: C: You make application of the Curſes in the Book of God, 
but not of the Promiſes; Conſider Iſai. 55. Pſal. 34 5. 

Mr. Child. Promiſes are Bread for Children; They lookton him, 
and were lightned; I look unto him, and am darkned ; he knows, 
that TL have committed ſuch wickedneſs as never hath beer: dons. 

Mr. C. Do you not ſometimes find an inclination to Pray ? 

Mr. Child. Ltdom or never ; onely about an hour before you 
came, 1- went about it, but the 'end _ diſmal: That day you 
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were here with Mr. I. I attemptediit three times, but could db no- 


thi . . ; 
Mz. C. Shall I pray for yon? - - ad 
Mr. Child. No, no ; *tis too late; neither Men nor Angels can 
relieve me. 
Mr. C. Fob ſaith, Tho' be ſlay me, yet will I tra#t in him. 
Mr. Ch4/d. About-two months ſince, I thought I had comfort and 
relief tom thence ; but now I cannot truſt; in him ; God faith 
he will deal in a ſingular manner with me 'here-on Earth, and in 
Hell alſo. 
Afterwards quoted againſt himſelf thoſe Expreflions, Heb.r0.26. 
For if we ſim wilfully, after that we have received and acknowledged 
that truth, there remains nv) more ſacrifice for fin. - 2 Pet. 2. 20,2T, 22. 
For if after they have eſcaped from the filthineſs of the world, throngh the 
acknowledging of the Lord and the Saviour Teſus Chriſt , are yet tangled 
again therein and overcome, the latter end u worſe than the beginnmg ; 
For it had been better for them, net tg have acknowledged the way | 
righteouſneſs, than after they hawe acknowledged it, to turn from the holy 
commandment given unto them : But it come unto thers according to the 
:true:proverbs;; The tog.1s returned to has own vomit , and the ſow that 
Was naſe, r0 the wallewing in the mire. And Mr.Child laid, When 
T am faint and low, I now take ſomewhat to refreſh me, -buit in 
Hell there 'ts no'refreſhment,aot-a-drop of water to cool my tongue. 
T wonder that'my Head (tho' it donet ake) doth not burſt afurider ; 
it'is filled with diſmal Gogitations, | | ha 

\ Mr. C, 'with one Mr. ;R. gave Mr. Child another viſit, and Mr..R. 
put hira-upen ſayitg\theLord's Prayer. © he 4 
Mr. Chi/d. I havethought' of that, but T'Qare:not ſay it;: for theſe 


. Reaſons: 1, /T cannot call God, Farher. ' 2dly, T-cannot fay, Thy 


#all-be done.: ,31y, 1:-cannot ſay, Forgive me my Treſpaſſes as i forgive 
#hawm that treſpvf againſf me. Allthat Thaves:curitto'me,; 4 can- 
not: giveGoil thanks for what. ll eat. Wmdedtink, of <4 Fad 3; 4060 
Mr. C. Have you a deſire to be ſaved ? 13 $110 
' Mr. Chitd. Yes, upon niy owh terms, 4hdnot' according 'to God's. 
It was then askt Mr.; Child, what thoſ&'terms were? but hewoulil 
make no/anſwer ; ſo-we parted. | 


| A Conference of ſome Friends with Mr. John Child. 
Compa- "TJ HE laft time Lfaw you, you ſaid, you had aperadven- 


BY. "ture todeg and that was all; L you have 
thac ſtill. ITC 2 md 01, 


& 
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Mr.Child. No, Wll-is 29111 2 | 
Company. pos by. Chriſt gone ? OVL Mi fl 
Mr. Child. All is one ; I am undone, ' 7 INN 2 
Corpany. T hope the Lord will rem again.” ) WaS0 
Mr. Child. Y ou cannot hope fo concernin ___ 
Company. Where Chriſt begins a good w he wilt perfd@i. 
Mr. Child. If I had any; -- all is ah ors ol ever I had any). - 
Company. You world done Weo-u f Grave, and fre- 


ee 


Mer. Ch#ld. TOY beer fo great a Timer againſt. God and the 
People of God, that God will/have no mnerey for me. 15 "(7 


ſi "ho 2 Kin 


Company- If God bring you 6atef thiseondition, it be mbre 
to his hotour and-glory, and t6 your Aremgthning andeftdbting 
of his People, than af you have done in times paſt. 

Mr. Child. -God will glorific himſelf by me, and make me an Ex- 
Mein a -).o0h and efts ch bar ic 
mim defimoh | RET 


G@ © —-+4 


beard, ; 21762 


| - fiſt in My pl Hier ie ha abobie dT 
4 L "If 
Nt Ltnentably vs En Fefincond 


wit pocrite in 
| Ny articufars.” 


in ofrtngRepen- 
rto 6 Ky entance = youdland 
ſtch-a thing, tho? you know it not. 


d'any. «OE you have offered for 


Mr. E. P. It ſeems you confeſs you cit to repent of the, pub- 


bfhing of that Book. 
Mr. Child. Yes ; it requires that Repentance thatTfhall neyer be 
able to give. Mr. 


. . <2 I 
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>Mr. P.x Friend. Do you think CER patorng* 
' Mer. Child. No. 2nog Niztl') | On 
: 8nd, 


Mr. P. What is you [gig Tl ; '1/ 
Mr. Child. God hath-twora. in! his wrath, Js I ſhatt Never. enter 
Ms Pi How do your know that God. hath ſo Gro concernin g 


* Into his Reſt. -++; «;; 
Chit4eC Setting, himſelf down, fad) I confals a man ſhould 
2 Merch that which he hath no reaſon for ——But roſe up as ons 
. diſcontented;and gave no further Anſwer. 
Mr. P. Pray you let. me be more inwardly acquainted with. = 
Rare of your Soul. 1 
Mr. Child. The wrath;;of God is kindled and burns within we 
Tt is impoflible for you. to imagine my torment, and this js but-an 
.carneſt penny of. my eternal damnation ——l have guile enough 
..upon me to {ink ſeyenteen Kingdoms ; and-I know the Earth would 
open its mouth and ſwallow me up alive, likg Corab, Dathan,'and 
Abiram, were it not that God hath reſerved me to be a more publick 
= he .of his Anger and. di ihEalure, both to Angels and men.— 
od hath taken away my Tallent from 'me, - and the,inflyente of 
the divine Spirit hath altogether left me : I can neither pray, nor 
 defire others to pray for me ; my heart is perfetly hardened. 
Mr. P. Could you. wiſh that thoſe that have an intereſt in "God, 
»hould improve it for you ? 
Mr. Child. How ſhould I, when I cannot defire Jeſus "Chriſt to 
Pray for gue; 2 I am now.ont of hopes, for the, Prayers of the:God- 
y are recorded in Heaven againſt me, (flouds of tears flowing from 
his Eyes.) Dear bought Experience hath taught me, thavit'is not 
a ſinall thing to trifle with the great Concerns. of Religion and ry 
ternity, as moſt men accountit. Ihaye made a God of his World, 


and negle&ted. God and his Cheri fors thels t rare 
rags upon me. I hl e| bes eget vl Pooh 
20d if I were in the place of God, I wr et. the 
that God doth to me. My Calamity i is even at the door, and all 
men ina little time will juſtifie Gods dealing with me. \ 

Mr. P. oY ou explain ens? If in thele things ; - -_ -: 

Mr. Child. (Evading fuer iſcourſe) you, ſhall beau 
Account of it in print. THAT 1! 

Hu Wife. Who ſhall print it? 


Mr. P. I ſuppoſe Mr. Child intends ſome fi ga Impreſſion by 
Divine Ven geance, 


[ £5 ] 

' Mr. Child. Though what you have ſaid istrue, yet it is not what 
lincended ;' fot have refolved = give the World" an Account of 
my Condition i 19 a printed Pa . 

Mr, P.'s Friend. 'This is an inbling Diſpenſarion, that You ars 
exerciſed under. 

Mer. Child. An-humbling Diſpenſation, do you call it! Ttell you 
itisa hardening Dilſpenſation, and 1 feel it to be fo. 

Mr. E. P. I hope there is mercy yet reſerved for you. 

Mr. Child. I know I ſhalt have mercy, ſuch as the'damned have. 
I do highly juſtifie God in his dealings with me. 

bo Sn Your juſtifying the dealings of. God with you, is a 
good fi 

Mr. Chill. God can open the mouths of Roprobates to jeſtific his 
proceedings... 

Mr. P. I hope that God will appear in a way of mercy to-your 
Soul, if you ſincerely and heartily apply your felf to him. 

Mr. Ghild, The molt Judicious men know- that-L:am' a damned 
and loſt man. . 

Mr.,P. (Walking wich- him-in the Fields)! You ſeem now to be 
More {etled in your mind. : 

Mr. Child. Tho? no conſideration can yield me peace. PR 
yet the violence of my Torments admits of ſome 'intermiffions ; 
(we org I'am not 1o-ſenſibly afflited-'at-all-vimes, if I had 

ſuch a ſence of my-ſin/ as T- ought to have, 1 ſhould urſt aſun- 
der, or (like Fudas) uſe extremity towards my ſelf, 

Mr..P. Whatimmean you! by that: pgs: {blaſpheming his Ta 
bernaele) in-your Letter-to Mir: 

Fo on Child. By it I intendeds reproaching. and ſcandlizing the 
rch. 

Me, P.;:( Taking the Lexter out of pookes 3 Do you own the 
Contents of-this Letter! © 5c pe 

Ms. Child. Yes, and it was writton' by meas with the Pen of a 
ready Writer. 1 would fain believe, but all power 'is taken & 
way from me. 

Mr. P. 1 have diſcourſed with Mr. M4. about yout Cale,xand it - 
is his opinion, that:aRecancation is'your-fivit- —_ order ro peace 
in your mind, and fpoke-it with much conoemm of your Soul * v NC 

Mr. Gh1/d. (Shedding many tears andexprefling @ paſſionate in- 
quiry ) Is this rus, that he s concerned for'me*' . By' which'ex- 

preſſion, with the manner of it, Mr.P. colletedthat 4t gave forme 
or to the mind ,of Mr. Child, to have his conditianentertairied in 
fach a Miniſters thoughts. The 
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45047; Tia overt voy taflvs 1cnfto:: Rn . 0 
The ſub}auca-of awther Conference: between: Mr. John Child ani 
Mr. H. D. Mr. E. M. Mr.'E; and Ms. JB. 


Mr. D.T JF OW is it with you, Sir ? citing 

| Mr..Child. Lam in great confuſion” and diſorder in 
my Spirit——l have ſinned againſt-{o. much Grace, that I am with- 
out hopes of receiving mercy: BA 

Company. If your trouble is: in reſpe& of the Book which you 
have written, whereby you have done ſo much injury to the ſuf- 
fering People of God, the beſt way we can adviſe you.to, isto free 
your Conicience from guilt, will be to make your Repentance and 
Recantacion as publick as your ſins, Fo. 7:19. | 

Mr. Chi/d. I muſt confeſs I ſtand greatly indebted to the Publick; 
but I, argſo- eonfuſledin my ming,” that'whenT'think of doing it, I 
can do nothing.—— There are three things which are a burden to 
me ;,.9y. in,againft: God, which isimpardonable 5 my ſin! againſt 
God's People ; and another thing — REEF 
» | Gengparysr: Wihat,is thatother?; Tonyhich: he made no) Anſwer. 

Company. Do you think that impardonable fin yon mentioned; is 
therlinagainft:the Holy Ghoſt 7 ''-- "1 | 
Mr-Cb44, 1 cannottell. | 
_, Campeny.. Was what you did, done: maliciouſly againft God, 
Chriſt and the holy/Spirc, and: God's People ?- + . | 

;jCo I it may comfortably! be:con ;.you havenot 
CE. ſin, and pm. ) duday take: aconragrinatr Jett 
the comfortable wards of Cheiſt, vi. thatall other fins and blaſphe- 
mies may be forgiven you, ( quoting many proper Scriptures: ) 
Conſider the inftanees of David, Manaf/th,Peter, Paul, and.the Fews 
who were guilty of crucifying our Saviour, and imprecated the 
guailc of his'Bloud-upon:their- Children, - to whom yet' our Saviour 
in; his rich mercy commands his Diſciples firſt to preach the Goſpel, 
Is your condition worſe than theirs ? | 

—_— It may be your Endeavours heretofore, too- much to 
advance Free-will; and the: power of the:'Creature, may be one rea- 
ſon whythe Lord hath-permitted: you. thus to fall. 

Mr. Clild. You bave- hit it, Sir; I once thought there was a 
in.mad, but now I find-it otherwiſe, for I cannot pray ; the 
hath taken away the gift of Prayer from me——1 have no 
defire-after any thing thatis good. I cannotrepent. 


#- #8 


Company. Chriſt is exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour to give 
tance and remiflion of fins.——Shall we now pray for you ? 
Mr. Child, =_ _ Ll | F g 
Then one of the Company prayed, and u ating, Mr. Chi 
thanked them for their Vit, and ſaid to this « et; ——All this 
will make againſt me. | 


A Conference between Mr. John Child, Mr. T. W. Mr. A. B. 
and Mr. F. M. 


Company. A S Phyſicians viſiting their Patients, ſo Friends, one that 

is wounded in Spirit,enquire what is the cauſe of his 
grief : We pray you declare your mind herein.——To this, for a- 
bout half an hour, they could obtain no Anſwer. 

Company. The Apoſtle Paul endeavoured to recover ſuch again as 
had fallen from an Article of Faith, without which. chey could not 1 Cor. rs. 
be ſaved ; and counſelled others in meeknels to inftru& {uch as op- 12-13-14: 
pole themſelves, if God peradventure would give them Repentance 8 = A 
to the acknowledgement of the truth. What do you think of Sp 
r4's Condition ? | 

Mr. Child. Spira's condition was nothing to mine ; for wrath is 
come and coming on me to the utmoſt, becauſe I have forſaken 
that which I believed to be true, to embrace that which I knew to 
be falſe, thro'ſlaviſh fear to keep my ſelf-from ſufferings.—t fought 
to be great in the world, but God croſt me therein in all my de- 
ſigns. And ſince the hand of God hath been upon me, my Spiric 
hath often-times riſen againft God that gave me nouriſhment by 
food and ſep. ( And looking to the Ceiling, ſaid,) Ice asit were 
a little light thro' a cranny or creviſe, as if 1 would defire to pray. 
(then Tears came down his Cheeks abundantly, and he faid;) If 
would pleaſe God to manifeſt himſelf to me, I ſhould be ſuch a Mo- 
nument of Mercy. as never was in the world, to be a warning toall 
others. , 

Compary. It's the Apoſtles councel, that we confeſs our faults one 
co another, and pray one for another, that we may be healed. 

Mr. Child. (With Tears ſaid) I cannot get this bale heart to open 
it ſelf o__ if . Y x 

Company. Shall we pray tor you * 
Company. Tos din tw bob ſer down in Writing the heads 
C . It's deſired. you et down in Writing the hea 
of your ar Trouble. * — 


= 


[ 28 ] 
Mr. Ch;14. 1 did write ſomething to,that effe&,; but when I had 
done,'T deſtroyed it.” © ©, | DINGE? FTI .\ 


Some Paſſages between Mr, Tohn Child and ſome of his Friends, 

| collefted by Mr. H.C. 

Mr.Child. (with } Had a turn in my Spirit the laſt week, as a reſult 

Mr. R) 4, of that warm Uiſtoure I had with you and 
Mr. H. C. concerning the eminency and'foveraignty of the grace 
of God, but it is now gone again. ' | | 

Mr. R. Implore again the Throne of Grace. 

Mr. Child. I regard iniquity in my heart, and God will not hear 
my Prayer. - (And faid to another) If God ſhould ſend an Angel 
from Heaven to ifiform him, he ſhould not believe it. | 

Mr. Child (to Mr. W.). I cannot pray. | 

Mr. F#. How can you, 1o long as you have a Lye'in your right 
hand ? Retra& what you have done publickly, or elſe you cannot 
_ expect tohave an heart'to pray. | 

- Mr. Child. (To Mrs: MM.) How deplorable a thing is this, that I 
who-have preached ſo much of the Glory of another World, ſhould 
now be deprived of it all !'—You will as ſurely ſee me damned, as 
you 'now {ce me ſtand here. «+ 


'Mrs. 24, Have you no intermiſſion ?—Do ſuch thoughts always | 


attend you. Ha 
Mr.Ch/d. I have intermiffion ſometimes. 
Mrs. 2M. Do you think God cannot fave you ? _ 2 
Mr. Child. Yes, hecan ; or elſe I might deſire to be in Hell im- 
mediately. | 
Mrs. A Do you think God will not fave you ? 
Mr. Ch1i/d. 'Þ cannot believe that he will. 
Mrs. 24." What is the caufe of all this trouble ? 


Mr. C43Jd. That curſed Book. | 


*S 


'B ihg at one Mr. Cs; in diſtonrſe concerning Francs Sprra, Mr, 


Child ſaid, I am an hundred times greater ſinner than Spirs, a thoy- 
ſand'times ten thouſand rimes, yea, a hundred thouſand. times a 
greater finner than he.” \ 1 

Mr. C. Do you Tove me ? 20 | 

Mr. Child. I love you. (And taking Mr.C. by the hand,faid)T con- 
jure thee by the eternal God, that thou rake care of my. Wife an 
Children: I would o ten thouſand worldsfor a God, and often— 
Oh, whatan ungodly Family haye T! Husband cannot pray, Wife 


_ 
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catinot pray, "Children cannot pray, Servants cannot pray 5 white 


others are ferving their God, we do nothing. 

Mr. P, Mr. F. Mr. L. giving him a Viſit, asked if they ſhould pray 

with him 2? | 

Mr. Chi/d. No, it is too late—The company of good men are a 
burden to me——They preſt him to publiſh Repentance for his 
Book that had cauſed him ſo much trouble. 

Mr. Child. I have ſometimes thought ſo to do ; but I am fo con- 
fuſed and confounded in my mind, that I know not what to-do : 
I can do nothing to purpoſe. 

Mr. L. ( Offering him ſome good Counſel, and: he returning no 
Anſwer, ſaid) Do you think what I ſpeak is inſignificant ?: is there 
no weight in what we ſay ? 

Mr. Ghild. There is-notonly enough in what you ſay torraile a 
man from Earth to Heaven, but from Hell to Heaven, unleſs ſuch 
an one as Þ, who have ah heart of a Devil—T have no heart to read 


or pray, all good is departed from me. © 
RR . Child, to. Mr. A. asking how it was with, him; anſwered, Very 
Mr. 4, Mean you-in body, or. mind?. .. .__ |} 
Mr. Child — up. and —_ the Room very diſconſolate, 
looking much downward; 1,. 141! 5. 19ucts wi 
Mr. 4. ſaid, Why do you Jook ſo much Gownward ? -Look up ; 
for Salvation is nottrom beneath, but rom gore: x. cig2T att 1 
Mr, Child replied, I would look upward, but I cannot——To. a: 
aha he ſaid, Thar helliſh, Book would; ruine -him in Body.and 
U pl, | | | s ot anctifts Sod bo pls = 
nother ſaid, The learned Dr. Twi in his /ondite Gratie y Con 
feſfeth there were depths in the Controverſie berween Celuanifts and 
Arminigns, which, he could. not fathom, yet. he believed the truth a- 
gainſt the Armmians. . PE - Te OG 95) 
_- Mr., Chi/4. .Qh I thought I could have dived to,the bottom of it 
by parts, but Tice I cannot—And then, and at jpany other times 
faid—I am broken in Judgment, I have no conſiſtency in myſelf: 
Adding—I have, trifled. in-Religion, trifled, trifled many times: I 


| Anovter Fried pen with him, had mentioned and tiirned to 
Prov. 1. 25,26. Te 6 /6.s qooght all. my counſel, qnd would none of 
my regroof + I alſo will 


ear cometh. ._ 


ugh at jour calamity, I will mock when your 
=» T | Mr. 
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Mr. Child took the Bible, put his finger on the place, fhewed it 
to ns, and faid, 'That's my. Portion. 
Mr. P. ſpeaking to. Mr. Child concerning Redemption and For- 


#iveneſs thro' Faich in the precious Bloud of Chriſt, and exhorting: - 
- him to truft to it. | | 


Mr. Child anſwered, Oh I cannot reach it, I cannot come at it. 
Again (with a deep ſigh) ſaid, The black Token of Reproba- 
tion are upon me. 
M. You are obliged to ſtoop tothe Soveraignty of God: 
Mr: Child. Oh I cannot, I would be above him. Oh that there 
ſhould be an eternal bleſſed Being, and I ſure never to enjoy him ! 
That there ſhould be an eternal Wrath and Puniſhment, dl 
co fall, to fall under it '——1 ſhall be an eternal Monument of the 
Wrath of God ! | | 


The Effett of a Conference had with Mr. John Chitd, &4.T. P. 
between whom there bad been for divers years more. than. a. 


” * 


ith T. P. and ſent, a ſhort Letter to him to that. purpoſe, 


concluding it thus : | It may be of advantage to the wretched Soul of him. 


who was formerly known to you by the name of John Child. ] 


7. P. gave him a meeting, and found him in a very dejeced and 


deſpairing frame, full of horror and eonfuſion, crying out, (as ſoon 
as his Tears would give Him leave) that his condition was exceed- 
ing bad ;-that he was a miſerable -wrereh ; that he-had finngd'at an 
extraoremaiy rate z that-there wasno- mercy: for- hitn he had 
been guilty of thoſe things ſpoken of Pſal. 59. 19, 29. and that the 
22th verſe wasa dreadful wordto him ; for as God had there threat: 
ned,” ſo he would do-tohim; even'tear him in picces; oo 

» T{P. Godthere calls upon'tiien whohad 3.5; POR con- 
ſider in order to Repentance. OOO GG 
- MFY;Child. Yea; ſo it was/*and'that '{dmetime gave me a little, 
hope ; - but it was quickly-ever.. ( And' rifing up and' walking, 
mote his breaſt, ſaying,) Sit; Iam damned, 1am damned; ic is 
moſt certainly ſo! my day is-over. - Oh that it were with me as 
in days paſt! but it.isroo late, The Detrecis gone farth, iris ſealed 
in Fleaven, and-itisirreverfible:- Jeſnscannot-now fave me ; he will 
not, he catinot mediate? for me, I have ſo much offended him, in 


 malicioufly-abuſing-his People. —Oh,what a Wreech-was L! what a. 


Spirit was I led by! "We BY 


I fure: 


WI Child" ſignified by a Friend, he had-a greatdeſite to ſpeak 
w 


PR 


. , WF 
common Intimacy and Converſation. -” 


(37T] 
7. P. Remember the goodneſs of God to Mankind. 
Mr. Child. That is a truth ftill, that is a truth ſtil}, but T cannotc 


| lay hold on it : and by how 'much the more L have believed and 
- - afle 


rted ir, ſo muchthe greater is my Sin and the aggravation of my 
Condemnation. 
T. P. Remember what . the Prephet ſpeaks, Fer. 3. ſ, 12, 1Þ 
Will he reſerve his anger for ever— Behold, thou baſt ſpoken and done 
evil things as thou could'Ht,, Go and proclaims theſe words — Return thou 
backſliding Irael— I ams merciful, ſaith the Lord, I will not keep anger 
for ever, only acknowledge thine iniquity— 
T. P. Knowing his 'tormer temper” of Spirit, told' him, he feared 
his Pride and Ambition had prompted him to do and publiſh ſuch 
things, whereof he now felt the unſupportable ſmart. | 
_ Mr. Child. This is true, Pride and Covetouſneſls hath ruined ma, 
it. hath undone me, F have been-ro0. much. influenced thereby; 
have been an Hypocrite ; I am ſonaw ; I ſeem-to-repent;;- Lo 
not, I cannot repent. | indy aye 
T. P. I adviſe you to take care of your. health, and conſult-with 
fome able. Phyſician, leſt this diſtreſs and; horror of: mind bri 
under ſuch Diſtempers.as may, render you -moreuncapable of regei- 
ving that advice and comfart. that may; be :offered: co-you-fromi the. 
Word of God.. ra edbile 04 470 = [251 
Mr. Ch;/d walking: to the end of the: Room; turned 'back-with a: 
very, ſtern. countenance, and ſtriking his hand on his breaſt, ſaid, 
o, Sir,. I cannot pamper this Body, for God. will have ic-made-a. 
remarkable Example; to this Generation. 7 > 122143 
T..P. I adviſe you to frequent earingthe Word of Gods: 
. . Mr. Child. I haveno.inclination-to-it.- - - - L140 grofigoto (a8 
_ T. P. Offered that ſome ſhould-come and improve ſome houts/in 
Prayer to God for him ; but to this Mr. C4i/d gave no anſwer. 
This is.the ſubſtance of: what paſſed betwixc us abour the begin- 


ning of Aug«/F, And ſoon after, going a Journey, Lſaw him no» 


MOTC. 


Many other-Paſſages,to the like effe&,were uttered from Mr.Ch1ld, 


with which. his countenance, geſtures, and whole behayiour, back 
ſach a proportion, as were ſufhicient to evidence to all perſons 0 

underſtanding and ſobciety, who had formerly known him, and, 
then. heard and beheld him, that he apprehended the Arrows of 
the Almighty to ſtick faſt in him, and that the troubles, darkneſs, 


confuſions, horrors and affrightments of his.Soul,” were not leſs, if | 


they were not much more, than-his Tongue expreſt. In che my 
and; 


_— 
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- and fear of the righteous Judgments of tiim who is'the ſearcher of 


all hearts, whom this' Man had ſo highly offctided, - in fimming a- 
gainſt the light and checks'of his Conſcience, -I ſaffer not 'my 
thoughts to run out concerning'his Eternal Eftate. His remorſe of 
Conſcience, ſelf-condemnation, frequent .asking forgiveneſs of his 
offended Brethren, begging the Prayers of others, and attempts to 
pray himſelf, ſeemed to favour of that which himſelf wonld not al- 
bow to be called repentance, perhaps becauſe his publick recanta- 
tion of the injuries done to his Brethren (which he acknowledged 
to be juſt, but by reaſon of ſhame, and thereby expoſing himſelf to 
ſufferings and: loſſes, he could not bring his heart rhroughly to con- 
ſent to it) were by ſome made the terms of it. And however it 

leaſeth God, in his long-ſuffering, to permit; withont an open re- 
buke;-fuch as make' it 4 trade, for gain fake,” without any diſtin- 
i&ion of: perſons, as'ignorahtly as maliciouſly to brand and calary- 
aliate a'whole Society,” with 'the high Crimes committed by ſome 
few that bear their Name, to the ſcandal and grief of all their Bre- 
thren, yet our God is a terrible God, that accepteth no man's per- 
ſon, nor takethi rewards; butis known: by 'the Judginents he exect- 
teth ; and in this Perfon 'we have a dreadful Inſtance of his High 
Diſpleaſure' againſt ſuch; who'by their Converſation amongſt their 
Brethren, know how to diſtinguiſh berween the guilty and the in- 
nocent, and yet will dare preſumptuouſly, for private and ſelfiſh 
ends, hypocritically, and _=_ the dictates of their own Knaw; 
ledge and Conſcience, 'malicionſly to accuſe 'a whole Party, as 


: guilty of ſuch things, whereof - he knows, (if there-be any) it is 
U 


there and there one among thoufands, that have ever adminiſtred 
any occaſion for ſuch an accuſation : which may be a warnirig tous 
.all how we offend in the' like kind. A 


i ———. 
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Mſj.. John. Child's Aſperfrons 
in bu. printed Plea of the 
Nonconformiſts for the Con- 


. formifts', to which, as_ we: 


ſuppoſe , his Paper, written 
_ with his, own Hand, trans 
ſeribed in the other Colume, 


refers: 


Pape 5. \H.E Nonconformiſt 

hor | F haveno Order at all, 
eſpecially, the generality of Me- 
chanical Preachers in that. Way ; 
for, either they. leave..their Cal- 
lings., and , Concerns. of:. their 
Famihes, angd;run up and. down 


# 


Preaching,of their own Heads, - 
upon a phanſical {uppoſition, that - 


they are able to Preachz-.or elle, 
at moſt, have but the conſent 
and. conniyance of /a- few weak 
perſans , like themſelves , who 
are alrogether incompitent. Jud- 
ges.n ſuch a weighty Caſe. The 
Caſe being truly thus, as we'are 
able to make it good, 


Pag. 6. | I, durſt, undertake, 
1pon, a ſober, debate, to make 
good., that that loole kind of 
way, made; uſe of by them, is 
above meaſure mare incolerable 


and inconvenient than thatof the 


Church of Eng land. 


Mz. Child's Recantation #n-his 
Paper, written with þis own 
Hand. a 


That it is a diſhonour to the Church 
and Clergy of England; to have 
fuch anonethat bath no moreWyt, 
ſo little; Faſtice, Reaſon and Con-+ 
ſcience, plead for them; that the 

- Autbor of this Libel is worthily ſo 

. repreſented, appears by divers baſe, 
falſe, dewiliſh and moſt lcandalons- 
Paſſages thereincontained. 


Y br" are —_ as 2 
People weak and. phanati- 


cal, and not rendring a tolerable 
Reaſon for their differing from 
others, which is a deviliſh ſtroke 


made by*a back blow; to aflert - 


the Nonconformilſt have no kind 
of Order in ſending forth their 


Miniſters ; that Preachers run on - 


their own heads, upona phanſiful 
{uppoſition,that they are able to. 
Preach, or, at moſt; have but the 
conſent and connivance of a few 
weak perſons,is a Deviliſh Lye,as 
thouſands can witneſs ; tofay, it 
15a true ſtate, or the Caſe being 
truly thus, as weareable to make 
it good, Isa Lye,if poſible,more 
than damnable.. | 

To ſuggeſt apain, that. he'is 


£ 


able.to make 'good a Toole kind + 


of way amongſt them; more in- 
tolerable than thoſe they defcent 
 from;zis a wicked and baſe reſleRi: . 


on, and indeed a downrigat 
P ag.7- 
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Pax. 7. To hear ſome Mi- 
niſters_of the Church..of Eng- 
land, is not to the diſhonour of 
God , diſcommodious to the 
Souls of Men here, nor lazar- 
fdous of their Salvation hereaf- 
ter, 


. Page 11. How ſhall we be- 
lieve our /Nonconformiſts have 
{uch a reverence for thoſe good 
men that are dead— when they 


* diſdain and reject thoſe now a- 


live that are under the ſame cir- 
cumſtances. . 

Pag. 14. We do ſay , though 
the Nonconformiſts may be ho- 
neft and well-meaning People, 
yet, for the moſt part of them, 
they are -far below ſome Mi- 
niſters afore - mentioned ,, both 


for Learning, PartsJ: Pru-. 


dence , Policy, yea, and Pic- 
ty .t00. | 


Pag. 17. To ſay, there is grea- 
ter Learning amongſt themthan 
the generality of others. 


Pay. 18. Take two or three 
Mechanicks in a Town, and put 
to theſe ſo many Priefts and Je- 
ſuits to diſpute, and what fearful 
bafling work will they make with 
theſe =_ Mechanicks or Lay- 


Preac 
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Once to ſuppoſe,that the Non- 
conformiſts in general do hotd; 
is a diſhonour to God , diſcom- 
modious to the Souls of Men 
here, and hazardous of their-Sal- 
vation hereafter,to hear good Mi- 
niſtersof the Church of England, 
is moſt weak and deviliſh. - - 

To declare, that the Noncon- 
formiſts do diſdain and reje& the 
good Miniſters of the Church of 
England, now alive, is a vike flan- 
der unjuſtly caft upon them. 


To ſay,though they are well 
meaning People, yetthey are far 
below ſome Miniſters of the 
Church of England, is monſtrous 
fooliſh, for ſo are the moſt part of 
the People of the Conformiſts be- 
low ſome Miniſters of the Non- 
conformiſts, for Learning, Parts, 
Prudence,and Policy too.Atwhat 


_ a learned rate doth this wicked 


Scribler argue. 

' To ſay, there is greater Learn- 
ing with the ' Church-Miniſters, 
than with others; is a baſe and 
unworthy Compariſon ; it bei 
well known, there are learn 
and worthy Men amongſt the 
Nonconformiſts , as moſt are in 
the V/orld. | 

To put Lay-Preachers to di- 
ſpute' with Prieſts' and - Jeſuits, 
when there are Men learned and 
able to match them befides theſe, 
and then to ſuppoſe the victory 
on the Papift-fide, is baſe and 
difingenious. 

Pay. 19. 


| tenince/ For them, iri'caſe and; 
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Pag.' rg. t. For their. Inſti- 
nit” 2d" Otdinarion; they 
have ,'." Perſons of ripe-Age, 
great Learning, and much Ex- 
perienits; 'tb come: betore,-who 
have' Power -and Parts to exa- 
mine anjd*ry theirfieneſs. 2.They 


have afterwards - Congregations 


to preach before, for the appro- 
bation- or diſlike ; and if they 
ſhall be found fit to paſs an in- 
duction, then there is a comfor- 
table ſupport and maintenance 
for them, to incourage and carry 
them on in their Work. Now of 
this uſeful Order , there is in a 
manner a total vacancy amongſt 
the Nonconformiſt-—Ng Main- 


fir— The Poor berter!'ptovided 
for under 'the Miniſters of -che 
Church of England,than elſewhere. 
Pag. 20. The Nonconformiſts 
in their carriage, are very ſurly 
and dogged, ſour and morole. 


Pag.21. The Dodrine of many 
Nonconformiſts hath been to fer 
out 'God to be a vehement, rigid 
and fevere Being, readygtoitake 
advatitage, nay ,to make them;ra- 
ther than fail;inſtancing hs 

to 


ſan,wi 
were h 


I 


 ncincing 
the unmercifulneſsof:God tothe 


moſt part of Mankind,making of 


themwithadeſignto damn them. 


mon-carri: 
and-nio | a lye, 
that thouſands. and ten thouſands 
can atteſtfagainſt it. 


To.condemts the Party, .for 


ſhortneſs mr a few, fin-teſpedt of:: 
the: Miniſters and/the Poor , -i5; 
horrible Injuſtice 3. Toſay; there- 


15-2 total vacancy of any ,ule- 


fal Order —_ the  Non- 


conformilts, -ih reſpe&. of Proof, 
Tryal; Ordination,'and Mainte- 
nance; is:40, grand! a Lye P 
that the - Devil - hitn(elf can- 
nor: have: confidence enough to 
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A To ſay, th are i 


FIS of 


To charge an ill chain of 


Doetrines , and Principles upon 
a:Party,,' when not one in 2 
2 kind' of Juſtice and Chati 
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 Pag. 22. | And that. becauſo we 


_ ate dt a4dead (hilt wearea' 


live). as a [Stodekor a Wone,)) or, 
as a Mechanick had it.lately in 
his-Pulpit, as .dead:as a:Corps, 
that yes by the: Walls in. Cot 
fins ready tor burial:; Tharthere 
is-20/neceffiry. for obbdionbe/to. 
pleateGod orwork but. our:own: 
Salvation: Nay, as ohe Nr. B--- 
phraſed: it; nor long-ſince/in 2 
Pulpit, It is -Deviliſh, yea, Witch-. 
cratt and Sorcery ,. for any to 
preach up doing for the obtain- 
ing Life and Salvation ; and that 
love to God himſelf is not ne- 
ceflary to a man's being ſaved. 

Pag. 24. I do profels ,  fince I 
have allowed my ſelf- a little li- 
berty to hear the Miniſters afore- 
ſaid, I have been greatly aſhamed 
to think how ill I have ſpent my 

rims; to fit ungduer'the pretching 
of pticuxweak Soulsot: cheater! 
Gde; amdiath abttiacallt: _ 
6 les: wekmeningPoople uu 
poſe themſelves for | _—_ foo 
ih) ilFa-Wodk.. '': 

""Plig7 BF-- Pos By tienen 
theving come t-fes by/uztas 
fle rele of ebnmpariſonittemteak 
Nell antirlufficknty!ofldwſe 
that. they J&rheily'! athwed int 
and as, together with the 
great worth and value , that is. 
in-che other,, whom- they before: 
{o flighted, and' eſteemed. as the 
Sons. of Beelzebub ,, the. Mer- 
chants of. Babilen, or, at beſt; but- 


tle broken Army. of Magog 3 the. 
fightand underitandin ing which: 


[_ 367 ]: 


When. one; man ſhall he 
a.,gro 
and /a- Par 1h l.be "= ar: 
it, it is very hardly lefs than 
darnnable.; +. many thouſands do 
hold noble Principles that have 
net. | afinitye; with a. SIngng, 
Gd, Man, or. the. Goſpel. 

13 Ol 


| Thſpandrimej firting CID 
Itjous Weak: 
pi ems. 1 ami ble ms 
laden again gond 


To Ge tink, a Namconfor 
yo rom nao ucighs »by,) Care 
elteemiag of; the 


Cone Peteoing, Me , * 
Bubilon:, or; broken. ergy, 


g, is:highly deviliſh, tall of 
gore £4 and calls for gieat. dam- 


aim; aff thafibng B&ng\ 
rai 5f); the. bs roll , 
Pro, as wank; fl 
kerammani] inconkidepate, Ms8, 
is addmintle)bye _ 'for-they; are 
temerally-. ſober _ dow = 
ALLIS SHEILA) O38 JAG; : 


_ "SE a, a——cay 


.and that he was abl 


(| dottbenor)be an effeftualmeans 
to cure thetn' of thar diltemper, 
which;for the extravagandcy of it, 
may be called a Vertigo or Ca- 


| ny 


26. If the Nation ſhould 
be iced by ſuch mieti (as ,,m 
ha flocking to them,and'k os 


the other tends thereuto) en 


Gods Publick Workip AY new 


'x mechanic Brother once,that wilh- 
<d,that aM the Pariſh-Charchesin 


Englani Were df tit intire Body, * 
with a Cable, 
toUraw them into! 


I right ilarge hore ae Tpat 
der as fajn 


Neighbour, 
it, cafting SRet ON Kea 
what” not, PEN Hlows {tr 
thumpit.down' Nicierty, ; 
" Pay. 28. They arab tf men, 


trample Traditioti. 43,Reaft on itfelf 
ei Sol fl hdr 


uncapable of rhe former,and ve. 
Ty deſeive i in the {ater , fuch , 


whoſelearningnever wade them 
capable of reading with a di- 
din and proper pronunciation. 


* "They ſlight;undervalue;and re- 


jet men of the beft parts and 
tearning in the Land,as might be 


| made appear,not only by the fur- 
they ſhew towardsthem,but by ſhunning their company, 


and at all times —_— to hear them, F 2 —To 


ly carria 
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Ne ad) 


e Sea,he (peta ied | 
And this not all neither, but do 2 
AS wor weak, Fo p TY 


ehleefuge,Y 
hari j 
ahh, og to hg No gk Copa 


"pi ble 8 "ative EE: 


wn, | en if tHern Brethr 
OF oe bs 

Keys is "the ultg 

than a Dog. Df 


Sf brifig g ih one * "M 


A dad rail 40,2 Mo 
be to Oh 'Church &.4 in 
-re their Jownfal, and 9 EY 


down goes our Schools of Learn- -. this at. the doors hy the P3 
ing,the famous Univerfities, and -. makes n= Atichot'a 8 

not only {6, but down Gia Rank ge al 

Churctics' and Public os 

places,” which'are the't 1n-4 o 

veniences "for. | foleminizing of |, yh 


; Jon 
Petpe =o nfb7 Ee the 


whe gs, os 


DS 


io: CET: 


ys 


) hatch they tolerate Men unca- 
Rea ſon e& men of 
the beſt parts po Fe in the 
Land, and ſhew it by (uch carria- 
ges,and- ſhunning cheir company 
at all cimes refuſing to hear them. 
is 5 {notorious and foul a 
flander,thatdeclarestheAuchorto 


'bea blind and beſotted Devil. 


{ 38.] 


— To ſet aſide more pres dil- 

orders,we have. them, hat at e '0- 

tothe ſight 0 of the Sut';” Viz. a 
|, diftin& "Sets , ſome lay | 
rwenty at leaſt, — ' 

. Pag.29,30., Thatluch domolt , 
abound and We are moſt certain 
to have them.in the Min try of 
the Church o 4 England; for the 
Gearing, of this;the experience of 
many. years tells us, that out of 

the Me iniſtry of the. Churth 
England, we have had Men] Fit Na 
Preach before, reac, 300 niigh 
Princes, the high Colifts of 04 
liament, the grave andreverend 


To number. up the Sets to 
twenty. or forty, carries a ſecret 
malice in 'it , that muſt be ac- 
counted for. © 


Ie is ſuggeſted,as if thelearning 


of the poor, and mens. being 
| mages ulchereby,wasin danger 
'O 


POE 


of under pretence.of bzing called to 


GD > *- 


ingloft,ifrheNoncons ſhould 
roſper ; That many Preachers 
ve their Callings and Families, 


preach,that. underſtand not their 
A,B&,canhardly ſpeak common 


- Sencethatoften preachNanſence, 
"Confulion, - and- ſometimes Bla- 


Judges of the Realm, the Magi- phe that have not an habit of 
' ftrates and Cours of Aria | an! ovens Books,nor allow 
ry rear Cities and Cov | nb tie; to ſtudy... 
- theif 'Eearhing 4 T Pep 


ys : hath, been lack. ,as hath' rendfed. ther fit to be ColinEllors of 
Stars; py ive Advice to > Princes, to go Anfbaſſa dors upon grand Meſ: 
lages "their "Countrey? s good), into Foreign Parts : ; But where 


Ma as ME ANy ge then <chanic Preachersof the Yonconfor 3 
th ot this for t ir of a N ns whers, SFIchc hall 

fob rſt) ae STE FN of prog ick Baked Ec 
Gentry; Us, nt, ,Jhou d, "0 earning ar FB 
tine” ecortie. 2 Fj big iver, Gods 3ge. to Ls A Wes and 


C 


Riſers: afid heir Princes Ambaſſages to Fo 
not all this be loſt, if the Nation ſhould be. 


Teen, 


th 
and ro be iti on dul nog JOE 
tiere wilfbe\freedom ro Theta Y F TS Ja * a 
maititeriarice of Weak*atud fi Men, whocareleſl Siu ks anche. 
,an to 


civil Callings {and expoſe their Families to ruin = decay. 6 
pend upon othets to beprovided for) under a pretence of pans call 
toPreach,when God knows they do not underſtand their A,B,C, in 
Religion, can hardly ſpeak common ſence, and are {o. far from being 
able'to convince critical Gainſayers, as. that they know not how to 
teach the Tgnorant, or to form ane. right. intelligible Notion of 
Points fundamental, nay, ſuch they are, as often'preach Nonſence, 
Confuſion, and ſometimes Blaſphemy.. 


A far- 


| [39] 
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written with his own Hand, being found in his houſe after bis 
death, and delivered by his Wife to Mtr.H.C. take as fol- 


| loweth. 


| A further Acceunt of the ſad'State of Mr. John Child, as it was 


Pride, Folly, Madnef,, Villany, and great wickedneſs retradted.. 


| Hat Satan may fill the hearts of men as to make them forget- 
God, grieve his good Spirit, fin againſt Chriſt, offer horcible 
violence to the light of Grace, the ſacred Law of.cheur Maker, and 
the rational -powers of their own Souls, as well.as. cauſe grief and 
| piercing ſorrow-to the hearts of. their-dear Brethren, is not only ve- 
| Tified and confirmed by variety,of bad Examples, and inſtances both 
| from. Scripture and Hiſtory, but hath alſo appeared notorious and 
> evident in a'late unparallePd inftance of one who hath been a_Pro- 
feflor'of' the Chriſtian Religion, and that,after. the moſt- ſtricteſt 
manner ' of theſe latter times for many years, viz. The Author: of: 
the Second Argument-; who forgetting God,and the great Obligation 
he ſtood:in-to Him and to all Mankind,eſpecially the good and beſt 
part thereof, did ſuffer himſelf fo far to be. ated by a diabolical in- 
fluence; and the miniſtry of Darkneſs, as not only to deſert thoſe- 
perſons which he did believe and knew to be God's Jewels, ( choice 
and good) but with a hard heart, and bold, impudent, and ſteeled 
forehead, a- moſt poyſonous breath, and viperous tongue, did ſer 
forth, [to the great diſhonour of God, and the unſpeakable grief 
f multicudes of good. and pious Squls, a prophane and ſcandalous 
Libel, under. pretence of perſwading to Peace and Unity ; where, 
as the chiefeſt deſign af ' it.was to advance his Pride, to. vent. his 
Spite, and malicioufly to ſpit forth: the very. Fire of Hell againſt 
ſame, yea againſt many chat he had: taken offence at : which with 
ſhame: and, great contuſian he deſires to confeſs both to God and & 
Man, and eſpecially to.fuch. as;knew, him, and, were ſorely grieved 
and offended BY, Barr i rs Bf jet 7 ©:I6AEE:) ] 
. 2.) He confeiles his great pride, foaliſhne(s,.and: preſumption, in 
garing ſo much as to offer at..2 . Method to Unite ſuch different. 
Parties, with whoſe Wiſdom, Parts, and Learning, he.had _ 
I 


OAT s o -—+ *%*s 
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thing to compare z for which he is bowed down, and asketh par- 


2. In giving the leaſt tonch, glance, or intimation, as tho? God's 
Ordinance of the Holy Supper, were {o low and indifferent a thing, 
'35 mighe be made uſe of to anſwer a carnal end, or ſeculat de- 
fon. '» KIDY N99 
pb -\'That he ſhould fender meh odions tothe Nation, as being E- 
nemies to the Miniſtry and their maintenance, and the' proviſion 
made by Law for the poor ; for this he accuſeth himſelf of being 
injurious, and prays for pardon. 

4- That he ſhould baſely refle& upon mens Callings in a way of 
lightneſs and diſdain 5 he thinks it great madneſs and folly, and 


begs pardon both of God and'man'for it.' © | : 

5. Thathe ſhould ſo boldly and preſumptaouſly pry into the De- 
crees of God, and fo abufiyely fet ' forth the conſequences of mens 
Opinions about” them, in-ſuch horrid, harſh, -and unſuitable Lan- 
grage, charging the Authors of thoſe Opinions with the' higheft 
{train of Murder; even of - God himſelf, he is unfeignedly ſorry, 
and begs pardon. © Ard that he'ſhould render ths Body of the 
Nonconformiſts weak, fooliſh, and'contemptible to their Enemies, 
he thinks' were great wickedneſs, 'xnd that he ſhould call:them' a 
villanous Body of men, he confefferh with a bleeding heart, 1o 
high a ſtrain and degree of wickedneſs in it, that tis like _ 
ming God's Tabernacle, and them that dwell therein; for which 
he is ſorry a thouſand fold, and' begs the pardon of God and all 
good men. 'Thet he ſhould give occaſion of ftemblitig to atiy, 
whereby he may be guilty of their blond, at the thoughts of which 
he trembles, and begs pardon with his whole Soul. That he 
ſhould ſpeak againft his Brother, and ſander his Mothers Son, ma- 


king the hearts of the Righteous fad, that God would not have 


made fad, and pain and grieve all that wete acquainted with him z 
this he confeſſes to be a fin of a deep dye, and his heart is ready to 
rend' aſunder for it, and with an agony begs pardon of God and 
all good men. That he ſhould bring ſach ſhame and confuſion 
upon himſelf; as to exclude him the comfortable ſociety of good 
z2ople, and render him both afrajd- and aſhamed to do his dv 
viſiting thoſe that are under”afffition; - for theſe great wicket 
nefſes and damnable villanies, and any other that may be contain- 
ed in that deteſtible and accurſed Pamphlet aforeſaid , which for 
want of the ſight of, I cannot enumerate. I confels my elf a 
monſtrous Wretch, a great Tranſgreſfor, an horrible Actor IN! 


[41] 
kednels, a Gratifier of the wicked and worſt of men; a prime Ene- 
my. to many, godly. pepple, a Promoter of; the Devils. deſigns, -4 
great Provaxer. of God and. his Son, . ar» Enemy to my ſelf, a Pro- 
curer of the ruine of my Family ; for which nm that my: Soul 
may eſcapethe damnation of Hell. Ames and 4mer, O God. - 


Y CUE — —_— 


_—— —————— 


Another Paper written as a Poſtſcript to the former, by Mr. 
John Child's own hand ; a Copy whereof take as followeth. 


' TAving met with: the vile and- accurſed Book called the Se- 

L. cond Argument, and the Author. being filled with horrour and 
aſtoniſhing confuſion , at the peruſal of it, could not well tran 
foribe the: firſt Paper, and put things: into an orderly method ; 
therefore thought fe to write this by way of Poſtſcript. . - | 
- 'Firf#, He thanks God that he is not yet-in Hell, lamenting his 
folly,. wickedneſs, and: viokeace with: Cam, Baalam, and fudar; 
but 'has a. liccle time to leave this Account of things, in reſpe& of 
the firſt deſign and progreſs of the illcontrived, infamous, re-- 
proachful, and ſcandalous Libel. 


wi Preſumption... 4+. Th 
areas —_— 

a. -cavil thing;-ob-al: rous. tendancy. 
Chemical aombic:er Migncenibraciie to hold Principles dan. 
geroully:Heretical, -and abominably abafive of the blefſed God.”] 
This: he- confeſſech-not only:ro.be:a raſh, injurious, and nnacha-- 
ritable; bat a devilith, ſpiteful; and: malicious Slander ; to be nor: 
enly hard Meaſure; but hellifs Cmelcy 'and Injuſtice:;- to ſtretch. 
the conſequences of. : mens Principles, d the fence of: their 
minds, and then. charge wickedueb upon: them isagainkt Juſtice 


Mercy, and. all good Nature ;: to: impute ſuch ill things to the: 
mdit.Body or greateſt number of them,. that is-contained-in the: 
two” ing: pages;: as it is bold and deſperate to report the: 


matter,, 


* > = 
= - - matter; {6/ je is molt horrible Injuſtice', and malicious Envy, to 
; »y fix the Grime, to declare them upon a Wicked' fotindation' to be 
= .- 01 2, (+ notre Churth; to: pronounce thetn a*V/illanous 
BB * One of the Paſſages he here Body age ,* to be-Bloudy Maurderers of God 
WE * ©: refle&ts upon, is his printed Se-- 1054 Maker in” Ho attribiites of | his Wiſdom, 


ſ; d 1 . G 
boos —_ ob, On DD Holineſs, and Goodnels, to proclaim them Mon- 


Now if a ſound and true Notion 
of God be the firſt and foundation- 
Principle of Religion ,, \ and. \conſe- 


quently of a true Church, then ſuch 


as have it not, but the manifeſt and 
Aire ccomrary , can be no true 
Church, becauſe upon a wicked and 
falſe foundation. Such 1 am ſure 
there are among the Sectaries : and 
if ſuch a Villanous Body of People 
z the beſt and. true Church, that e- 
wen in their firſt and main Pranci- 
ple thus bloudily murder their Ma- 
ker in bus moſt admirable Attributes 
of Wiſdom, Holineſs, and Goodneſs ; 
T do wonder in_my mind what kind 
of People the World #. © | 


ſters, to be giddy and fooliſh, to want Wit and 


Policy, is ſuch a venomous Lan- 
guage , that Hell could not ex- 


"ceed.”, Beihgin verydeed\ hot- 
Tibly wicked;; abomitfable;- and 


deviliſh 5 juſtly deſerving dam- 
nation, and for which the Au- 


* thor7dovibes! he: ſhall thardly” & 
"ſcape | And*page 14. to repre 
ſear 'them Enemies to the Bi- 


ſhops and Clergy, Underminers 
of: the Schools and Learning ; 
and . againſt -the Law for 'the 


*Maintenance of the Poor, was 


ſpightful, deviliſh, and malici- 
ous and had a tendency to ſtir 
up Rage and Perſecution ;. for 
which a deep Repentance is re- 
quired. To mention mens Cal 
lings in a way : of lightneſs and 


contempt, to expole then to Hate and Deriſfion, was highly baſe, 
deviliſh, and. full of poylon. - Publickly to diſcover Nakedne(s; tho? 
| matters of fact were true, is againſt-all good. Nature, and a very 
great piece of prophanels.; 'Fo:refle& upon/ them as/Deniers af:the 
Faith, and worſe than Infidels;\not fitto-be: truſted with 'a National 
Ws Church, nor to be a true Church: themſelves. is/'a condemning ts'ſq 
8 high degree; and carries foruch of the rank-poyſon and 'venome of 
W- the Devil, the Acculer af the Brethren, in it; that Forgive- 
We neſs of the Crime much doubted: of : for'all the baſe Refletians, 
F- * :Slanders, and moſt aſtoniſhing Accuſations and Genlacts; I bep Par 
don ot all good-men, and therr Prayers to:Godp thatilqnayiabtain 
Pardon and Forgiveneſsathis Hand.' -| , +21 2 0543 bag baim 


ji 303 it h 4» N97;2M 
" 'Pofſt= 


. and the gracious Favour 0 


| tending to a Hearty Union and Love 


POS TSCRIPT. 


Hs «NARRATIVE was prepar d for the Preſs ſoon after 
the Death of Mr. Child, but the Severity of the Times were 
ſuch, that no Printer would undertake it, nor dariÞ the Com- 

Hers appear to own it ; not that the Matter of Fatt, in an 

reſpett, wanted of truth, or' the Language harſh and reflecting. on t 
Church of England ; we bape we may, without vanity; ſay, that its 
written with a Temper ſutable to the: Profeſſion we have always made 
of Love and Charity to thoſe that differ from us , and though the face 
of Afﬀairs in this Nation be ſince changed, through the Goodneſs of God, 
bu Majeſty towards us, we purpoſe in 
all ow Adings, to ſhew the ſame Spirit and ar; o towards all Chri- 
ſtians, of what Perſwaſion ſoever, and we would by no means have 
thus Conſtruftion paſs upon the Publication of this Narrative at this 
time, as if we deſign'd to make the Church of England odioxs, by 
refreſhing the Memory of ſo dreadful an Accident , which was the na- 
tural Fg of ſome of their  Perſecutions : God i our Witneſs, our 
naked Deſign being only to Arraign the Prattice of Perſecution it ſelf, 
without refileting on any who have been the Inſtruments, hoping Time, 
and this Gloriows Deſign of hu Majeſty's, will have ſuch an iſſue, 


. as to put all. that profeſs to be the Followers of Chrift, into ſuch a condi- 


tion, as to ſee it us their Intereſt, as well as their Duty, not to. Contend for 
Perſecution,and if our Paſſions be cool 'd by wanting Power to do Miſchief, 
the thing its ſelf, viz. the DofFrine of Perſecution, may be ſafer diſcuſs d 
in the lawfulnefs of it. 
We had a Deſign to have Publiſh'd ſomething in thu Poſtſcript, 
among all Chriſtians, which 
is alſo intimated in the beginning of the Narrative , but the preſent 
Temper of ſome Mens Zeat , _—_y 6. their Paſſions on fire , will 
ah 3 Diſcourſe of this Nature, of Ittle uſe, they contending to pre- 
ſerve the InſFruments of our Ruine , and = the removal of _ 
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and we believe all thinking Men will agree with us, that we have 
ground for this Apprehenſion : All we ſhall ſay to it, at preſent, «, 
that we hope our Adtions ſhall conſtantly witneſs tg the truth of this, 
that we defign nothing,. but to be in a capacity of living quietly by 
our Neighbours, and ſhewing bow much we love and value thoſe that 
differ from us, by forgetting Injuries, and ſtriving who ſhall ſhew moſt 
of the Spirit of the bleſſed Feſus, which conſt's in Meekneſs, Forgiveneſs, 
ant! Forbearance. 

That which we ſhall add; with reſpeft to the Narrative its ſelf, s thu, 
That it's a true and dreadful Inſtance of a Man ſcar'd into Conformity, 
by the Severity. he ſaw on others, and in 17% felt himſelf ; that the 
Temptation met with bis Corruptions , (which, if hs own charge on 
himſelf be not too ſevere) you ſee werified by hu own Papers ; yet this 
excuſeth not the Doftrime and Prattice of Perſecution ; if ſo Satan 
might waſh his hands alſo of the Sins of Men, and though ſome Men 
may know the beginnings of Sins , 'ye: none knows the bounds of it : fo, 
after his Conformity, he drew his Pen, and dipt it in Gall again#t his 
Brethren, going on to do violence to hu Conſcience, till God in a dread- 
ful manner awaken'd it againft bimfelf, ſo as provid terrible to all the 
beholders, as well as to himſelf, the Particulars whereof ſhall not be ye- 
peated'; we account it a loud Voice ag aint Perſecution , and dur} 
wot ſilence it, eff 2 ſhowld betray thus Witneſs of God againft it ; we 
know Authorities of Scripture and Reaſon are beft to work upon the 
Fudgment , to convince the World of the error, of doing that to 0- 
- thers, that would not they ſhould do to them: but a Fatt of thu Nu- 
ture may move the Hffettions, and corroborate that Light that Men 
receive from thence ; and for this end' it was at firft mended to be 
publiſhed. I's a dreadful thing , not only to break. in upon the Couil 
Rights of Men , on account of Religion ., bat far more to be Inftru- 
wnents, to put any upon ſuch oy » which not only endanger their 
Peace of Conſcience here , but their -Eternal Welfare hereafter ; and 
this Evil we are bold” to charge Perſecution with, and have evidence 
enough for it in this very Inſtance. 

The Diſcourſe .of the Nature and Office of Conſcience, that you 
find in the beginning of the Narrative, was written by a worthy Bro- 
ther of ors, \'n Private Satisfattion , which we have preſumed to pub- 
liſh, we hambly concerving it to be for Publick Good. 

The Concluſions that we think art natural from the foregoing Narra- 
Tative, is. © | | | 


Firſt, 
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Firft, That all Men be exceeding careful of bidding "Diflances to 
their Conſciences 3 out . of it may come 4 fu 0 {> Jo the 
Rocks : however ſorne Men may not tafte that ſeverity this Man did, 
but go to the Grave with their Bones full of Marrow, yet it*s cert ain- 
ly the Duty and Intere#t of every Man, to take diligent heed to keep a 
Conſcience void of offence PR.) God and Man, that they. nray eſcape 
that Shipwrack "that this Man, and other Inft-amoes of the World, of 
the like nature, hatve met with. God- -ſonietumer makes ſome Men Pg. 
lers of Salt, that the ſecure World miay be awakened, and that Atheiſts 
and Prophane Perſons may tremble at the living Inſtance: of the Sowt- 
reignty of the Divine Majeſty, m and over t  Conſciences of Aden, 
which they would ger or deny the' Almighty God, can Cteate & or 
on this ſi Je Hell in the Conſciencet of Men , the' Fire of which, © 
$6 the Artifice of Men, nor Time, not the Ap lication ef. the fie 
ſes of the Goſpel, ( rbough the fute#} Matundte can extinguiſh: An 
Inſt ance of this you have in what the Friends of this Man did , who 
with great tenderneſs endeavour'd to do all they could in this kind, bur 
without ſucceſs, and, as is apparent. in the precedent Narrative, they bad 
not the humors of a Man under Natural Melancholy to deal with, but a 
Man purely under the dreadful Terrors of a guilty — ch an enrag'd Con-- 
[cience ; fo. of ſo rn and ftrong » Confttion of Body, that all that 
knew him, ry to the Iaft, could and did eafil diſcern bis Niſesſe 1 Was 
arety Spirit 
? hes -We coneerue; a this time of day at hoaſt;, auakay. pur our” 
Cee, who have hitherto been of a contrary Opinion, to a ſerions 
' thous be/awbither that Prattice be of -God, that i: attended with fach I 
fo ul. Inſt ances'of this Nature, an { we the rather conceive this Narm 
. "Wſeful at this time; becauſe the Fye-of- the whole Nation are upon, and rheir- 
Tho regobgee der rr uh , we wean, the Laws, 
which have made ſuch havock on rhe Liberties, Perſons, and Efates of 
Men, an ow'the Conſciences of many others, who yet, by the 
have not felt the Dreadful Effet: this Man did, and we $ra7 Godthey 
WeUer way. 

And above all, fince his Gracious Majeſty, by the goodneſs of God, bath 
publiſhed Fs Royal Declaration, for Liberty of rich and 
ſach-Grounds and Reaſons, as we concerue- afe wnaiſwerable, outdeing-all 
Kings and Prinees, nos only inthe Fatt of bis Clewency, but in the Rexfor- 


of it : and as it is that that will be to gry 7 uf ſo wiihaope, 
that it will have that Perfe&ion 7 Law, that may for ever deliver this 
Nation from the Conoulſions an 


Evil it = lahow d under in former 
Wears, 
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Years, and render us ſo: happy, as Api more {0 much as to dipute whether 
Perſecution be Et able to the Di-vine Law. -.. 

We corfe 11 We ind, pf in : with his Majeſty" s £” ations Dees, 
and ſhall, to our wimc auour to carry them on, not owing agreater 
Service We can be capab , rendring .to God, to our Prince, our Country, 
or Religion 5 we orb elicve, } , that if once we were on even ground 
- with our Fellow-SubjeFs, it will he taſie to Jet them ſee the goodneſs and 
benefit of 1 Liberty f Conſcience, and how juſt i it is, that Religion ſhould 

be left ro bim Rg is the Objett of it, to corre&t the Errorsof ls hes it, 
and we have not x ne the Authority of Scriptures, and right Reaſon, but 
alſo Suffrage '\gravious Majeſy to this Affettion. | 

- We conclude, years imeploring the Divine Bleſſing on the Perſon and 
' Comneels of the King, by whom we fit under our Vine and Fig-tree,. and 
pray be may lwoe to. ſee rhe. To op-Ftone L this glorious Fabrick of Libert 
of Conſtience ies, ne the He and. hi; People may long live to enjoy the 
Bleſſings of it, and that pos to Gad,and that Charity to Men which we be- 
lieve are natural Preits of is Liberty, may flouriſh in this Kingdom. 


ol F.L N. I Ss. 
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| Church-Tard, a C orner-S hops next Cheap fide, 1688, 


Sermon takenout of an Oxford Scholar's Pocket, whowe found 
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